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A LETTER to the Aurhox; 
which is here inſerted as the 
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eu Roe o affected 2 1 
we have cauſe to Praiſe Gop D who 
hath bleſs'd us with the e of 
hearing them: And we ho 3 
many more have reaſon to do the 
We could wiſh they might by more pub- 
lick; and we — you will ſuffer 
them to go abroad -into the World, for 
the edifying the Church of Curr, 
and to render the Filthy, who will be Fil- 
thy ſtill, ſo much the more inexcuſable. 

Had not we, thro' Grace, experien- 


ced * of the new Birth, we 
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mould not have enter d within your 
eee B being of the . 'd 
Bur this has remov'd our 
ces; and with gt. Peter, of @ Thuth 
We perceiue,.. that Gon. * 2 re pecter f 
Her ſen ner differing Opinjens as merę- 
8 1 Sburch Government ; but 
in every! Phee; Ee that" worketh: Righte- 


We hope, you will l excuſe : gur eat 
Freedom; 2 proteſt, before God ron 
 laye na Siniſter End; The Good 0 Nu 
Relativ es and N eighbours. is near our 
Hearts; and becauſe we humbly con- 
ceive thoſe — SERMONS wil con- 
duce much thereto, we 1 2 * 
! of Jen, what bo hay 

ed among gur . 
tip of, chem: . And ſha bal co | comms 0 to 
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| viceable- 10 you: But con dering 
y excellent Treatiſes of this Never are 
Laut already, 7 thigght” your Requeſt to 
Print them might very well be deny'd. 
d whin the . wi ani warmth of He- 
liverin thoſe e ecec "was. þ hittl 5 
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n this Concluſion I imagin'd my ſelt 
right for ſome Months; till your Appli- 
cations were renewed ; and a Perſon, for 
whom" have à particular reſpect, was 

| engaged to purſue your Requeſt, with a 

| Reſolution to take no Denial. He has in- 
deed ſaid ſo much to aſſure me of your ſin- 
cerity and hearty Concern in this mat- 
ter, that I began to think it my Duty 70 
comply with you : And where I apprehend 

any thing a Duty, I ſball ſet that againſt 
all Objections, and all other Conſidera- 


5 


tions in the World. "IN 
This Liberty however I have taken in 
complying with you, that I have choſen to 
give you thoſe. Diſcourſes in a different 
Form to what you might expett; Tho I 
hope in a way that may anſwer your End 
as fully as if I had publiſh'd them in the 
Form of SERMONS: f you look upon WM 
every Chapter as a SERMON, and read it 
at once, you will find very little difference il 
from what it would haue been, bad the 
whole been printed as it was preach'd. . 
That IJ did not ſay one thing, and now 
| ſend you another, your Friend, that has 
taten the pains of Tranſcribing a great MW 
part himſelf, will witneſs for me. And 
% GEL " you 
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Og TT 
ou your ſelves, upon reading, will, I 
doubt not, call to mind the moſt of what 
ou here meet with. 


— 


The firſt SERMON you will find altered 
as to the Method, in ſome few things; 
but you will eaſily know it again, when 

ou ſhall find every conſiderable Thought 
in the ſame words that were uſed before. 
In the whole you will find ſome Additi- 
ons, but eſpecially in the 111% and IV 
Chapters. That Directory for the Devo- 
tion of a Soul firſt turning towards Gon, 
p. 93, 94 9f 3 And the Form of a Co- 
renant Dedication to Gop, p. 9/7, Cc; 
thought highly proper to inſert in this 
Publication, tho not deliver'd in your 
earing. And I found ſome things neceſ- 
ary to be added for the rendering the 
vidences of the new Birth more uſeful, 
and leſs liable to Miſtakes. Some En- 
largements you will alſo find in the clofing 

(ddreſſes to ſeveral ſorts of Perſons: But 
J am perſuaded you will not think, upon a 

erious peruſal, that I could have omitted 
any thing I have here added. TY om 


FW hether this Treatiſe may be thought 
Wiſe, or Weak, by the generality of thoſe 
that look into it, is what I ſhall not once 

| enquire 
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enquize "FW : If it may trove & mean 
of turning any from. the Exil of, their i, 
Ways, 7 12 account that tha moſt grate-. 
ful and defirable intelligence concerning it. 
For 1 think, I am ng. miſtaken in gecia- 
ring, that I had rather ſee one Perſon 
ſinite upon his Breaſt, and became, a. true 
Penitent ;, than ſee 4 Thouſand clapping 
their hands, hilft they, teciug 19 xcal 
Benefit from what We WE "Lead, * 
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F have ſhewn ſuch a Backwar dueſs 40 
comply with LINE Requeſt A Book of 
Devotion at is 75 Ad in the Style: 
N of 4 thy ft, all be thaught 
ch more wort | 
7 Publiſp'd by- 4 Dillenting 1 Proteſtant, 
Or otherwiſe, 5 are Treatiſes 1 could 
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rinting muſt turn to very Jittle ac- 
RY hoy WAS. ID TPAS” « 4 3 

6 bunt. rr . ver” Þ 

ly However Would bupe god will pro- 
ote the reading of his little Bont in all | 


he Families where. you have any influence, 
M he Lord's Day Lyenings, till it is 
None over. Chapter _thus teat dt a 
me, ain Zo M it in u omh. And 
this means ſome Perſons may be enga- 
6. Ne to Hear that they would not be per- 
er ade otherwiſe, to look into. 


ws + * 41 3 . 


r. 7 was going, after all," to Apologize for 
at ny /elf, in Pub 5255 4 Nea from one 

% Pet f SERMONS, which might have been 
mich better gone, by taking in ſome things 


ere in other SurMONS on the Tb 
ht ubjetts: : But vas immediately check'd 
@ Wy compderimy, ' thut "tis the Bleſſing "of 
0 op aldtte td wwhith'all Succeſs 7s veuta? 
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ven in the Beſt Aitempts of this nature. 


Aud therefore fince it: hath pleaſed him to 
un 7he following Diſcourſes already, in 


cha manner as to Lou, - 1 hall, with- 
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manner of knowing them, I believe this may 
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out any more words, joyn with vou, in 
hoping they may be bleſt to the Good 
of others. What Almighty Gop ſees fi 
10 ſet his Seal upon, 1 * ne ber 2 


** * * 3 


7 Him, N 7 Hy commi 
this Little Treatiſe z and to your Service 
devote it, in a particular manner, . as « 
Te efimony 7 my N ot Ss 


Bury Court, 3 
Apr. 2. 1717. Reſpectful Friend, 
S. WRIGHT. 


ERRORS. 


Pe 111. in the 2 particular. for Diſpoſ tion, 
read Diſpoſition. p. 117. Read the laſt lin 
with the - firſs of the next page thus; yet in the 


always be obſerv'd. p. 142. l. 11, r. however. 


Great - Doane: 
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BORN AGAIN. 


JohN m . 


erily, werily T ay unto thee, Ex. 
cept a man be born again, he cat- 
not ſee the Kingdom of GC. - | 


INTRODUCTION. 15 9 
HE Conference betwixt our 
Saviour and Nicodemus,. 
out of which theſe words 
A. are. taken, has always been 

ought /a very. conſiderable, and by | 
me, a very dark and myſterious part 
Sacred Writ. ＋ hoſe of Nicodemus's | 
B Temper 
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2 INTRODUCTION. 
Temper and Sentiments, have been rea- 
dy, in every Age, to fall in with his 

uct, and his way of Arguing: 
Whilft others, that have been more un- 
der the Influence and Teaching of à Di- 
vine Spirit, have ſeen the Excellency 
and Importance of our SAvIouR's 
Defirase. 

The Time in which this Ruler came 
to our LoRD was a very apt repteſen- 
tation of his State. He came in the 
Night, and he appears to have been ſadly 
in the Dark as to what concerns the 
Coſpel Diſpenſation, and his Salvation by 
it. He had been very much affected, i 
ſeems, with the mighty Worts of our 
BLESSED LORD; for, ſays he, 1 
man can do. the Miracles that thou dof, 
extept Cod be with bim But his Preach 
ing and his words were very different. 
received: They were thought to be { 
far from being Heavenly and Divine 
that they were not reconcileable to con 
mon ſenſe How can theſe things be ? : 
I am afraid this is too much the Cal 
of many in our own Times: Whe 
while they acknowledge that JESU 
Cnxr1sT is worthy to be 6own'd int 
Brighteſt Day, and before all the world 
et content themſelves with ſome ol 
{cure and partial Regards to him. He 


bt = oo bg a. 


Haſh, of 


man 


INTRODUCTION. * 
many are there who mot to venerate 


him as a Teacher ſent from God, that yet 
in this grand and leading point, the being 
Vorn again, are perfect Strangers to him? 
yea, what is worſe, unwilling to be in- 
y — by * Toy are either * 
' villin inſt, or explaining away; the 
A "Ya G ritual — of this 

ge Doctrine | | | 5 
n- Some alſo there are that have follow'd 
ne this Metaphor of the new Birth, with 
ly others of the like nature, fo far, as to 
hel render it wholly myſtical and unintelli- 
by gible; making no juſt obſervations upon 
it the more plain and expreſs Texts of 
url Scripture, where, without Metaphors, 
the nature of Regeneration is ſet in a 
clearer Light. ha eee 
Such miſtaken -ways of treating this 
Subject I ſhall endeavour to avoid. And 
ſince our Saviour has ſummon'd 
our Attention to what He here ſays, by 
prefixing a double Aſſeveration, to atteſt 
the Truth of it, verily verily I ſay unto 
bee, Except a man be born again, be cannot 
fee the Kingdom of God; | hope I need 
not multiply words to engage a ſerious 
Application of your minds to the ſtudy- 
ing, and making a right uſe, of what 
nall now be laid before you. * 


B2 CHAP. 
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| W herein this Doctrine ＋ being 
"dem again, is carefully explain d. 


HEN we read ſo peremptory a 
Determination, that none ſhall 
ſee, or enter into, the Kingdom of "4, 
ut ſuch as are Born again; it is re 
able to expect, every Soul that has any 
hope or deſire of being ſaved, ſhould be 
put upon the moſt ſollicitous Enquiries 
after the,meaning and import of this Ex- 
5 And therefore I ſhall ſet my 
elf to give ſuch an account of it as that 
every one who reads the following Trea- 
tiſe ſeriouſſy, may both be helped to 
underſtand, and experience #his Second 
Ah. In doing this, I would aim at 


FIS v3 Informing the Mind, 
TEN, Awak' ning and Convincing 
g the: Conſcience. 
193 AxrrkER Thar, Directing the Practice. 
1 AND Fina LEY Setthng and Com- 
poſing: the Spirit; by ſtating the EY 
denies of this mighry Change. * wy 


* 


In this Chapter I ſhall endeavour to 
inform the mind of the attentive Reader, 
giving him as clear and fatisfying 
Thought: as 1 can, of the nature of thi, 


oy Birth. $ "of It 


wb  %S 
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The being Born again explain d. 5 
It was ſomething of which Nicodemnuss 
even as a Few, and a Ruler in IJfrael, 
g WF might be ſuppos'd to have a previous 
knowledge; or at leaſt to have been ſuf- 
ficiently prepar'd for the reception of it: 
2 MW For otherwiſe our Saviour would not, 
ill in ſuch a manner as we find he does, 
d, have reprov'd his Ignorance and flow- 
n- neſs of Apprehenſion; Art thou a maſter 
f Hrael, and knoweſt not theſe things? 
be WY © The writings of Moſes might inform 
cs him, that when Man firſt came out of 
x- the Hands of his Maker, he had a Soul 
ny MW. breathed into him, that rendred him 
at WW wiſer and more Excellent than the 
a- Beaſts of the Earth; and from hence N- 
toil codemus might have concluded that the 
nd ſame Almighty Power could by a farther 
Inſpiration and Influence, at pleaſure, 
raiſe Man to- a higher and nobler State 
and Condition than that in which he now 
8 found himſelf, and the reſt of Mankind. 
The writings of David and the Prophets 
do alſo deſcribe a Perſon's being brought 
Into a State of Grace and Fayour with 
"i God, by having a clean Heart tet 
. WW efcared in him, and a neu Pal 51. 1b. 
to Heart given to him. And this Ezck. 36. 26. | 
len was ſo particularly foretold . 2 
of the Go/pel Times, that it 
muſt be a ſtrange inadvertency in Nico- 
Gs B 3 demus. 


this Jewiſh Ruler was, according to 


6 The being Born again explain d. 
dimus not to reflect on thoſe paſſages, 
which in ſuch a likeneſs of Expreſſion, 
deſcribe the very ſame Change that our 


9 AVIOUR here calls a being born a- 
But that which yet farther condemns 


Dr. Myhitby, a prevailing and common 
notion amongſt the Fews, that when 
any Man became a Proſelyte to their Re- 
ligion, He was to be loo d upon as an In- 
5 t new horn. I EN 
Theſe ſeveral things may all of em be 
very helpful to our underſtanding this 
Doctrine at preſent; and I would rather 
chooſe to look upon em with ſuch a 
view, than as merely ſerving to aggra- 
vate the Fault of Nicodemus. 
From our LORD 's explaining bim - 
ſelf in chis matter, tis evident that to 
be Bors again includes ſomething both 
External, and Internal; Except 'a man 
be born of Water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 
Now this being born of Hater, or 
made a Proſelyte by Baptiſm, was ſo in- 
telligible, that we find a bare mention of 
it is thought ſufficient, And however 
Men may value their outward Privileges, 
yet if theſe are reſted in, and the greaze/; 
Ureſs be laid where the Goſpel * 
em + leaſt, 


The being Born again explain d, 
leaſt, the Hopes and Pretenſions of ſuch 
will avail them very little. 

Tis the being Born of the Spirit that 
is chiefly inſiſted on; and without this 
none were to be look'd upon as Mem- 
ber's of the Meſſi ah's Kingdom, con- 
ſidered either as a Kingdom of Grace, or 
Glory. 

I know not how we can better com- 
rehend all this in a few words, than 
— ſaying,” with one of our Engliſb Ex- 


poſeturs, „ He that will enter into 


« the State of the Goſpel, mult be Bap 
« tized; and He that will enter into a 


„ State of Grace, and be fitted for Glo- 


« ry, muſt be Renewed. Thus much 
is very plainly expreſs d in the Epiſtle to 
Titus, According to bis mercy he ſaved us 
by the waſhing of Regeneration, and re. 
ne wing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tit. iii. 7. 
Ignorance of this work of the Bleſſed 
SPIRIT, and a vain boaſting of Exter- 
nal Ordinances and Advantages, we have 
reaſon to fear, is the Rum of multi- 
tudes. Hence it is that Men who pro- 
feſs the Chriſtian Name, and are admit- 


ted into the Chriſtian Church, are yet 
notorious for their III Lives. And where 
as it was at firſt the Glory of the Goſpel 
5 Row e the worſt of Sinners, it is now 


—_— 3 them 
B 4 in 


N 

8 The being Born again enplain d. 

in the worſt of Crimes. Chriſtianity has 
ſometimes found Men in a ſtate of Brut- 
iſn ſenſuality; but where it has ſavingly 
prevail'd, it has not t them in ſuck a 
Condition. Be not deceived, ſays the A.- 
poſtle to the Corinthians, neither Forni- 
cators, nor 1dolaters, nor Adulterers——— 
nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, 
nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inhe- 
rit the Kingdom of God. And tho! it is 
added, ſuch were ſome of you; yet we 
ottght carefully to obſerve the Change 
that was wrought in them, 9% are waſh- 
ed, ye are ſaniified, ye are juſtified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit 

of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10, 11 

So that to be intereſted in this work 
of the Spirit is of the utmoſt Importance 
to us; and in order to that tis highly 
requiſite we ſhould. have a right notion 
and underſtanding of it. I ſhall there- 
fore, according to the beſt and moſt 
regular Thoughts I have been able to 
form of this matter, explain it farther 
to you in the following particulars. 


I. To be born again is to have ſome- 
thing done in us, and for us, which can- 
not be done by us. This is, beyond all 
doubt and Controverſie, the plain ſenſe 
of Scripture. Leſs than this cannot be 
21 | * R meant 


De being Born again explain d. 9 
meant by thoſe many high Expreſſions 
which the Sacred — frequently 
uſe: Such as, being Created again in 
CURISZHH JESUs,.and being made yew, 
Creatures; being raiſed to neuneſs of life, 
even as CH RTS was raiſed from the 
dead by the Glory of the FAT HER: So 
that adding theſe Expreſſions to that I 
am upon, a being born again, all laid to- 
— muſt undoubtedly: ſignify, that 
omething is effected for us, and wrought 
in us, which is intirely owing to the 
CORE Grace of G 
1 ſpeedily endeavour to ä 
againſt any Pale and III — 


that Men may be tempted to draw from 


hence; but in the mean time it muſt be 
maintain ' d, that Regeneration is the work 
of the HOLY SPIRIT. There is one 
paſſage in the 11t of John's Goſpel, the 
1zth, that does expreſly deny any other 
Agency in this matter. I hicb were born, 
ſays the Evangeliſt, not of Blood, nor of 
the will of the Fleſh, nor of: the: will of 
Man, but of Go. The meaning of 
that place is this, 10 become the Sons of 
Gop, we muſt be born of Him; and 
that in ſuch a ſort as is not by Blood, or 
by any thing communicated tous in our 
firſt Generation: nor according to the 
will of the Fleſh, that is, anꝝ natural In- 
en By clnations 


% * Us ** 


vance any 


10 The being Born again explain'd. 
Elinations in our ſelves to what is Ho 


and Godlike: nor of the Will of Man, 
that is, the Perſuaſions and Influence of 


others like our ſelves; but it is wholly 


owing to the Agency and Grace of Gov. 
So in the iſt of James the 18th, we are 
told that of his own will begat be us. 
* rel, 11 19 Theſe, with other places that 
Promiſe a new heart, and 
chat GoD: will. rake away the flony 
Heart” ont of our Fleſb, and will give us 
Hiearts of: Fleſh, and that 
; 2 1 * He will pur bis fear into 
dur Hearts, and write his 
Law in our inward parts; and the De- 
4 "Koms 9. 36. claration, that it is not of 
enden m that willeth, or of him 
zhat- rumerh, but of God that e weil 
mercy; Theſe I ſay,” and ſuch like 
Texts of Scripture, undoubtedly prove 
that the Change, here called rhe Second 
2 is of Go D. [I 
From hence therefore, \befere we ad- 
thing farther, we may draw 
this Conclaſon. That ſince ſomething is 


dd de dons i w and for us, which can- 


not be done by us, we ſhould be very eats 
mſt.and-umwearied in bur Applications .to 


Go por bis Grace and Spirit. This is 


2 the moſt natural and juſt way 


of arguing; ur ſome Men may 
| | indie 


The being Born agarn explain'd. 11 
indulge to the quite contrary. There 
is certainly an awkwardne/s in Thinking 
- well as Acting. And when this is en- 
ed by a flothful Temper, = 2 
Pre ice againſt any particular ſet o 
Men, and their Opinions, or when it is 
ſupported and improved by the fugge>- 
ſtions of the Devil, it is hardly to be 


rectified. Kor otherwiſe one wou think 
It 1 im 


5 no Life, no Being. The ſame 
Almighty Power and Efficacy by which 
we were made at firſt, and ſhall be raiſed 
at laſt, is undoubtedly neceſſary to our 
Renovation at preſent: But then upon 
a Conviction of this, we ſhould with the 

eateſt Concern apply our ſelves to 
Him who has this All- ſufficient Power 
and Grace. Thus we are wont to do in 
other caſes where our Intereſt is concern- 


ed; to be very earneſt in ſolliciting ſuch 


as have it in their Power to do that for 
us, which we are not able to do for our 
ſelves.” And this is what e eee 
Scriptures every where require, that 
ere 1 in the Caſe of 
B 6 Rege- 


2 
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Regeneration; as I ſhall have occaſion 


to — more 3 at we —_ of this 


II. That which is n in us add; for 
us when we are ſaid to be born again, I 
take to be, the infuſing of ſome inward 
Principle uf Life and Action, to which'ave | 
are naturally Strangers; and by communi- 
cating of which ſuch a” Life begins as ſhall 
laſt for ever. There is ſomething, which 
ſo fat prevails over all the Powers, De- 
ſires and Reliſhes of the Senſitive and 
Animal Nature, as to bring it into a thoro 
Subjection and Subſerviency. Hence it 
is that a Man finds his corrupt Inclina- 
tions as powerfully. croſs'd, and as ef- 
fectually ler t — e omething within 
himſelf. as 15 he ating wh Matter 
with a Being different from himielf. And 
he therefore acts under the controlling 
Power of ſomething Superiour to himſelf. 
And if any Man that reads this, think it 
unintelligible, L can only aſſure him in the 
Words of our Saviour, toward the cloſe 
of his Conference with Nicodemus, veri- 
ty, verily we ſpeat that weido know, and 
reſtify that ⁊ue have ſeen, and ye receive not 
our Witneſs. Our Saviour knew it by 
Intuition and Obſervation of what Was 

_ . n Thoſe that are Rege- 
: 9 0 nerate 


Co 


Rr 


„ * mo 


—UYy boys WW IT 
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nerate know it by Experience of what has 
been done in themſelves: And however 
thoſe that are Strangers to this work of 
Grace may refuſe to receive the Witneſs, 
yet it is nevertheleſs True and real. © 

This Principle of a new Life, I have 
faid, is infus'd into us, that it may be 
fought: for, and eſteem'd as ſomething ſu- 
pernatural. It is not only a Habit of the 
Mind, but the Spring and Cauſe of every 

ood and gracious Habit in us. From 
— probably, a Principle of Grace is 
called the Rot of the Marter; to ſi gaify 
to us, among other things, that it is real- 
ly different from the Soil in which it is 
planted : And that it is ſomething brought 
to us by a Divine Hand. Tis a Root that 
would otherwiſe have remained foreign 
to our Nature, and we ſhould for ever 
have been barren, and deſtitute of thoſe 
Fruits that are the Product oſ it. 

I;have choſen to ſay farther, that by 
communicating this Principle of Grace, ſuch 
a Life begins as ſhall laſt for ever, to put 
you upon obſerving this very comfortable 
Propriety in the ute of this Metaphor of 
being born again; namely, our entring 
into ſuch a State of Being as much bet- 
ter deſerves the Name of Life, than that 
which we are born to in this World. In 
our Firſt: Birth we are born to die; in 

41123 | our 
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our Second we are born to live far ever. 
= our Firſt Birth we enter upon a man- 
ner of Exiſtence ſuited to a changeable 


and periſhing State of Thi In our 
Second Birth we begin a — of livin 


ſuited to an eternal Duration and Happi- 
neſs. As, therefore, the new Life which 
hereby we- receive will ſurvive the for- 


mer, the Commencement of it is _ fit- 
” called a new Birth. 


| Theren are 7200 Curia L would dw 
from hence, for the better and tuller ſet- 
* of this Point. 
If there be ſuch an mand Principle 
of Life and Action communicated in our 
Regeneration, it will follow, that à mere 
autwward Change and altering the Cour ſe of 
aur Lives is not, ſufficient to a Perſon's 
being: born again. Tis poſſible a Man 
may be reclaim'd from a looſe and vicious 
way of living only by external —— 


and Inducements: or, by 2 
and notorious Sins for more {ſecret and 


coficealed ones; there may be a ſeeming 
Alteration. when there is not a real one. 


Or one Vice, it may be, ſhall be forla- 
ken in order to fall m4 another : Or Men 


may be wearied out with their Sins, and 
ſo are not properly ſaid to leave them, 
but. to outliue them. However this is 
0 certain, 
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The being Born again explain d. 15 
certain, that a civil out ward De 7 
may be maintain'd where there is nothing 
of the Power of Religion at the Heart. 
For fo the Apoſtle Paul, who was far from 
magnifying any thing in himſelf before 
his Converſion, yet tells us that as touch - 
ing the Law, meaning the outward Ob- 
ſervance of it, he was blame |. JP 
leſs. So that we have abun- 
dant Reaſon to keep up the Diſtinction 
betwixt Reſtraining and Renewing Grace. 

2. If it be only a new Principle of 
Life and Action that is infus'd in Rege- 
neration, it will follow, that the tew Birth 
does not give us new. and different natural 
Powers and Faculties from thoſe which we 
bad before. As we have the ſame Bodies 
and bodily: Organs, ſo we have allo the 
ſame 8 intellectual Faculties that 
we had in our natural State. Tis certain 
that a Change very great paſſes upon us; 
but then it is as certain that we remain phy- 
ſically the ſame afterwards: That is, the 
Principle of Life and Action which is in- 


tus'd into us, new models our Souls, our 


Tempers, and the whole of our Behavi- 
our; but it does not alter our Make as to 


any eſſential part of us. As we have the 
ſame Eyes, Ears and Senſes; ſo we havt 
alſo the ſame Underſtanding, Will and 
Affections that we had in an Unregene- 


rate 
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rate State; but theſe are all differently 
uſed and employ'd to what they were be- 
fore. And the Change is great enough 
to ſupport me in what I have farther to 
advance under another Head of Explica- 


tion; to which J haſten, 


III. When we are thus ſaid to be Born 
again, we do as truly become new. Crea- 
tures, as if we could in a natural Senſe be 
vorn afreſh, or had other kind of Beings 
given to us. There needs no more than 
the different Uſe and Exerciſe of the ſame 
reaſonable Powers, to make us either as 
Brutes or as Angels. And indeed the 
Change would not be ſo great, to ſee a 
Clod of Earth brighten into a Star, (ſince 
we know that an Earthly Body can reflect 
the Rays of the Sun) as to ſee a poor 
brutiſn Sinner become a Saint, ſhining 
with all the radiant Graces of a Chriſtian, 
and ripening for Glory. 
Such is the Change that is made by 

the Grace and Spirit of Gop in the new 
Birth, that it very much reſembles the 
firſt Creation of this viſible World; 
wherein Light was brought out of Dark- 
neſs, and Beauty out of Deformity, and 
Harmony out of Confuſion. , For ſo the 
Mind, in Regeneration, is enlightned ; 
and all its jarring diſorderly Paſſions and 
t 2 ; Affections, 
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Affections, are . under Rule and 
Government. Thoſe Powers and Ca- 
I pacities that lay wholly unexercis'd and 
unactive, are now taught to exert them- 
ſelves: And thoſe that were buſied in a 
fruitleſs, or a hurtful manner, now are 
exalted to the moſt uſeful and comforta- 
ble Employments. In the Apoſtles com- 
prehenſive Language, all old things are 
e paſſed away, and all things are become new. 
The Diſtinction, indeed, between the 
n KRegenerate and Unregenerate, is not at 
ce preſent viſible enough to convince the 
s World of common Spectators, that it is 
e / great as really it is: But at the Day of 
a Judgment, when thoſe things that are 
© Ml now hid ſhall be revealed, the Difference 
ct Ml ſhall be manifeſted to all. He that looks 
or only on the rough Surface of the Seas, 
g I and obſerves the Mire and Dirt which is 
n, caſt out by its Waves, may imagine there 
is nothing amiable or deſireable in it: 
Dy But he that has dived to its bottom, and 
0 © diſcovered the Jewels and Treaſures that 


he lie buried there, will form a very diffe- 
d; rent Judgment. The Man that is rene w- 
k- ed is greatly enriched by the Gifts and 
nd WW Graces of the Spirit of God; but yet there 
che may be no Beauty or Excellency that 
d; WW ſhall appear to ſuch as look no farther than 


the outſide, and obſerve only the Corrup- 


tions 


— 


18 The being Boru agaiu explain d. 
tions that ariſe in his out ward Actions and 
Converſation. But when ſecret Things, 
and Things that now lie hid ſhall be diſ- 
covered, it will be quite otherwiſe. 
Hence it is that we read ſo often in Scri- 
ture of the World's not knowing ſuch as 
belong to CyrIsT: And St. John ſpeak- 
ing to thoſe that were now the Sons of 
TR MRITY Gop, adds, that it does not 
*_ ©." yet appear what we ſball be. 
This, however, muſt be maintain'd, 
that where things are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned, and where there is a cloſe and 
ſtrict Enquiry into the Character of him 
that is ſaid to be born again, he does 
appear at preſent more excellent than 
bis Neigbbour; and ſuch a one knows Him- 
ſelf <a ite another Perſon than he 
was in his firſt and natural State. He has 
a new Image and Likeneſs ſtamp'd upon 
him, which grows more and more viſible 
both to himſelf and all about him, as his 
Behaviour and Converſation are capable 
of diſcovering it. 


_ Now from this Head two things are 
TC ee * | 
1. That a pretended honouring the Grace 
of God, and a preſumpiuous Confidence. in 
it, whilſt Men go on in their Sins, will by 
ug means argue that they are in a 155 of i 
| Yate: 
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Grace. Mens changing their Opinions, or 
getting new Notions of Religion will not 
rove that they are born again, if their 
Law and Actions be not changed ſo as 
to render them quite other Perſons than 
they were in their natural corrupt State. 
This is ſo obvious that I ſhould not ſo 
much as have mentioned it, had I not 
met with Inſtances of thoſe that have 
pretended to talk of Free Grace at ſuch 
d, Ha rate, as if they-hop'd to be /aved by it 
ven they were utter Strangers to the 
d Renewing Power of it. And ſome there 
m are who have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by 
cs Na {ett of Principles, whereby they pre- 
an ¶ tend to magnify the Riches of God's Grace 
.in its abounding toward them, when at 
he Il the fame time it has no ſuitable Effect and 
aas Influence upon them. As if, by a Decree 
on in their Favour, God had engaged him- 
ble I ſelf, at all Adventures, to bring em to 
his Heaven whether they were made ft for 
it or not: Or as if they thought mira- 
2 Grace be e em for it 
ome new way, not by the ordinary 
appointed Means of the Golpel For if 
they would receive the Aſlurances of 
Grace as they are ſettled in the Goſpel, 
they would never pretend to an Intereſt 
in the Lorp JEsus CHRIST, without 


Jauch a Change as I am ſpeaking of: ſince 
8 | tis 
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'tis as expreſs as Words can make it, 
If any Man be in ChRIST, he 
is a new Creature. Thoſe 
Perſons then will find themſelves miſe- 
rably miſtaken, who inſtead of being 
really changed, truſt to ſome ineffectual 
Speculations; how much ſoever at pre- 
ſent they may be pleaſed with them, or 
how zealous ſoever they may appear for 
ren * 
2. For the ſame Reaſon it will alſo 
follow that 0 Gifts or Attainments' how 
great and eminent ſoe ver they be, will 
paſs for this new Birth, if there be not a 
new Life. Judas with all his Gifts was 
a Loſt Man, Simon Magus notwith- 
ſtanding all the Wonders, which Hiſto- 
_ ry ſays, he wrought, yet had neither 

I , part, nor lot in this matter, 
MF 9 Heart and Life being 
unchanged and unrenewed. What the 
Apoſtle ſays of Charity, muſt be ſaid of 
fire goth: Change; tho” I had all 
2 er Languages that have been 
ſpoken by Men, yea tho“ If 
had the Tongue of an Angel; and with 
theſe the intellectual Ability of Men and 
Angels too; tho' I could underſtand ali 
| myſteries and Sciences; tho? I had the 
Faith of ſuch as could work miracles; or 
was ready to impoveriſh my ſelf in * 
J ms 


2 Cor. 5. 17. 
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Alms to the Poor; yea tho' I might give 


my Body to be burned as a Martyr to the 


beſt Cauſe in the World, yet if I am 
not a new. Creature all will avail me 
nothing. I heartily wiſſ that ſuch as 
are . — ip upon their attain- 


outward Profeſſion of Religion, and their 
Sufferings in common with others on 
account of their Profeſſion, would al- 
low themſelves to enter into ſuch a way 
of Thinking as this. And whilſt ſome 
are valuing themſelves. upon their Con- 
formity to the National Church; and 
others upon their ſtrict Adherence to 


- WES OO” ——— "I — 


ſhip and appointments of the Goſpel, it 
were well if both would lay to heart 
ſuch a Text as that, neither Circumciſion 
availeth any. thing, nor Uncircumciſion, 
but a. new Creature, Gal. vi. 15. | 
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reſpoct like. our being born. at firſt, Inſtan- 


n 

I i 74neous.and Perfect; but in other reſpects 
h 8 Regeneration may be look'd upon as Gra- 
d dual and Progreſſive. When firſt a Man 
uss aid to be born from above, he has 
ic every Principle of Grace and Goodneſs 
or that is neceſſary to conſtitute him a 
Chua of God: tho? as yet all is but in 
oe ano. miniature, 


The being Born again explain d. 21 


ments in human Learning, or upon their 


what they apprehend the purer Wor- 


IV. This being born again, is in ſame 


| 
9 
| | 


22 Tbe being Born again explain d. 
miniature, and very inconſiderable, com- 
pared with what it may, in time, grow 
to. The new Creature is form'd, not 
like a Statue, in the making of which 
one Limb or Feature may be cary'd out 
and compleated, whilft all the reſt lie 
Shapeleſs and in the Stone; but 
tis form'd like a Child that is born into 
the World, which has all the Parts of 
the human Body at firſt, tho' very ſmall 
and little, and muſt have time to grow to 
their full Size and Perfection. Thoſe 
that are born of the Spirit, have the Di- 
vine Image and Likeneſs, as to every Eſ- 
ſential part drawn upon the Soul, but 
yet they are capable of continual Im- 
provements till they become Perfect, as 
their Father which is in Heaven is perfets. 
Hence it is that the Apoſtle teaches 
us by his own Example, not to take up 
an opinion of our ſelves that our Attain- 
ments are ſufficient as ſoon as we are 
thus renewed: Tho' we could ſay with 
him, that what things formerly were Gain 
to us, xboſe we now count Loſ for CHRIST; 
yea, [that we are ſo much altered from 
what we were in our natural State] that 
we count all things, [even the beſt and 
greateſt in this world] but Toſs for the 

kl „ .  Excelleney of the knowledge 
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LorD; yet we are not to look u 
our ſelves as already 3 but this we 
are further to do, forg = 8 4 

the Things that are behi 1 


before. And another Apoſtle calls upon 
us to grow in Crace, and in the Knowledge 
of our Lord and een, 2 Ounter, 
2 Pet. iii. 18. 1. 


＋ his, I ehoiight it erg to ak 4 
diſtinct . W the f e of theſe o 
Concluſions. 

1. There can 1 no Stare beriet mer 
of the Regenerate, and the Unregenerate. 
Whatever Preparations there may be for 
ſuch a Change, yet theſe are certainly to 
be diſtingui d from the Change it ſelf. 
All Men are either born again, or not; 
there is no middle State that can be al- 
lowed: for that would infer, if any died 
in ſuch a State, chat they were diſpoſed 
of accordingly in the other World; and 
appointed to ſome intermediate Place be- 
twixt Heaven and Hell. Which is a 
notion I need not ſtay to expoſe. There 
is — 4 of more her 2 Conſe 


N eg againſt, which I 
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to reach forth unto thoſe Weg; which are 


had cbießy N Eye, upon the men- 
tion of bY Hes to prevent 
Mets viking-up with * 2 * —_ 


24 The being Born again euplain d. 


that are preparatory to this new Birth , 
as if they were really to paſs for it, 
Hence it is that many have been carry'd 
into very ſad and deſtructiye miſtakes; 
who have imagin'd, that ſome ſhort- 
liv'd Conuictions, and ineffectual Purpo- 
ſes. and "Reſolutions might paſs for this 
Change; or that ſome partial. regards 
to their Duty, which have; ariſen from 
their firſt ſerious Impreſſions, have been 
ſufficient to denominate them yew Crea- 
zures. And ſo reſting in what has been 
only preparatory, they have at laſt fall'n 
even from that. 
23. There may be ſuch as are truly Re- 
generate and born again, that are yet ver) 
weak in Grace, and very little in their 
x puma Stature. Tis poſſible ſuch a 
change may be wrought _ Men, when 
yet the 44 State of the new Creature 
may hardly diſcover that it is ſo. How- 
ever if any Man be really paſs d from 
Death to "Life, this Life will ſhew it 
ſelf by growing every day more vigo- 
rous and active: And if any Man be 
aſs d from , Darkneſs - to Light, this 
Light, .tho" very dim at preſent, will 
bare. | ſhine more and more unto 4 
perfect Day. But for this 
Reaſon we ſhould not rely on any thing 
that bas been done for us, ſo as to grow 


ſecure, 
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ecure, or upon an apprehen- 
on that 11 2 and well: For if 


whit has been wrought i in us be indeed 
f God, it will be continually advan- 
ing till it comes to Perfection. As for 
od, bis Work is perfett. 

This Work of our Regene- 
ation is ſo: perfect at firſt in every eſ- 
*htial part, and therefore fixes in us a 
egard to all God's Commandments ; and 
derfeEt at laſt in every attainable Degree, 


rovement neceſſ: ary. 


V. This Change, which is talled the 
ew Birth, may be, and commonly is, 
Fected, by the outward means of Grace. 
or as in this zd of John we are faid to 
e born of the Spirit, ſo in the Epiſtle of 
_ Regeneration is aſcribed to the 
4 of Gop. And in the former 
ach we read of being born of Water, 
hat. is by Baptiſm] as well as the Spi- 
0% WF. "Tis certain that outward Ordi- 
ces and Apppointments are, of them 
Ives, inſufficient to produce ſuch an 
ffect; but it is as certain, from the 
hole Current of Scripture, that the 


fert in and by theſe. 
C | There 


Deut. 32. 4 


Ind therefore makes our Growth and Im- 


PIRIT of Gop does make uſe of 
„ means, and ordinarily Renew the 


may be wrought whenever, and where 
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There have been, indeed, miraculou 
Pradutions of this kind; and Gon tl 
ſometimes manifeſted himſelf to thoſe] 
that enquired not after him; yea, 0 thok 
Who, ders a Perſecuting Blaſpbemuou| 
Temper of mind, have ſet themſelye 
againſt him: But ſuch Caſes are to be 
look d upon, juſt in the ſame manner a 
we do upon the miraculoys Cure off 
Diſcaſes, or a miraculous ſupply of bo- 
dily Wants, which ſome, upon Extra 8 
dinary Occaſions have obtained. Such 
Miracles both of Grace and Dew: 1 
were neceſſary to the firſt Settling off 
Chriſtianity in the World: And t the | 


ever it pleaſes Gon ſuddenly to reſtore 
and advance the Credit 'of xa Rel 
gion. But I think theſe Caſes ſhoul 
no more be taken into our common ac 
counts of Regeneration, than the Ref 
moving of the molt inveterate Diſtem 
pers with @ word, or the feeding of. ful 
Thouſand with Five Loaves and e200 Fil 
bes, are to be taken into the uſual me 
thod of 1 e 
5 ger al read. 
hat Man would ce be 20 
counted very 1 vain i 
his Expectations, that ſhould fit {till ar 
reluſe to  ſeck ater and provide his n 


be 4 * 4 hs? 
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ceſſary Food, becauſe he reads that Eli- 
ah * fed by Ravens, and that the 
_ rain d down Manns on the Iſrael- 
And is it not every whit as wild 
' A unjaſtifible for Men to neglect the 
oears of Grace, and expect to be con- 
verted by ſome miraculous Appearance of 
HRIST from Heaven, becauſe the 
ſpoſtle Paul was fo? or to n them- 
ſelves that they ſhall. be renewed ſud- 
denly on their Death=-Bed, becauſe the 
Thief on' the Croſs was ſaringly changed 
Wn bis aft moments? 
He that can be ſo wretchedly miſled, 
= this laſt Caſe, may as well advance 
Wne ſtep farther, and promiſe himſelf 
9 — he ſhall go to Heaven without ſee- 
Ing Death, becauſe he reads of one that 
Yana fiery Chariot was taken up thither : 

WY ca, I will 8 . on * 
eg ccount, he has more reaſon to exp 
Tranſlation, than he has to loo 92 

Nach a miraculous Renovation: Becauſe 
e has 7200 Inſtances of Perſons. being 
aken to Heaven without Dying (viz. 
Encch and Eljas) but he has only one 
nſtance in the whole Bible, of a Con- 
rerfion ſo extraordinary as that of the 
rucified Malefaftor. 

Let the New Birth 1 bare bern er- 


C2 Change 


laining, be look'd upon then, à a 
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Change that is 3 4 wrought by 
the outward anc inary means «of 
Grace. And let it 8 conſidered tha 
there is no caſe in which thoſe means 
would fail of obtaining ſuch an End, | 
could we Sek. the Biting of Gon 


an 


From hence we may kiay Com 
clude, , 
1. That Men ought to apply themſelvet 
with great Diligence to tbeſe appointed 
means. As we learn from what has been 
ſaid that none ſhould encourage them- 
felves to Hope for Extraordinary Grace, 
in the neglect of the common and ordi- 
nary method of Salvation; ſo no Man 
can reaſonably hearken to Deſpondent 
Thoughts, hilt he does, in a way 
of Duty, cry to God for — Grace 
and Mercy. hat means are to be 
| Liſed, and what method we are to take in 
our Applications æo God, I ſhall lay be 
fore you in the III Chapter: My Bu- 
ſineſs here, is only g this Con- 
hon, x that _ ught to look upon 
the neu Birth as 4 Change chat may Ch 
aAttained by us, and ſo to ſeek after it with 

ſuitable Concern and Diligence. 
And. if this was not really the Caſe, 
wiherefore Jthould God call upon hol 
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that are in a State of Corruption, to 
taft away from them all their Tranſgreſ= 
ons, and to make em new , 18. 51. 
Hearts, and new Spiri? 
Wherefore ſhould he declare with ſo 
much ＋ 2 1 — T7 _— 1 bave no 
leaſure in the Death of the | 
—— But that the —— n 
turn from his way and live; and then 
wherefore ſhould-he call after Sinners 


—_— ww „„ IO 


„with ſo much Importuni 5 Turn ye, 
1 Tin ye, for why will ye die? where- 
fore ſhould our Saviour put Men upon 
» il ffrivping to enter in at the ſtrait Gate? 
„nnd bid us ast, ſeek, and uh 7. 
„bot, aſſuring us that God PP. 
n gives 7he Spirit to them that fi 
at believingly and importunately he 
uit him? wherefore ſhould one Apoſtle 
cc urge us to work out our ſalva- 11 
if tion with fear and trembling, Yn 
ink and another 10 draw meh 70 og 
God, as. one that is willing + 
u- and ready to draw nigh to us? where- 
n-f fore, I fay, ſhould theſe Scriptures, and 
on many others of the like Import, fpeak 
eto us in fach a manner, if the Change 
th have deſcribed, were not artainable in 
the uſe of ordinary means. 5 
ſe But poſſibly it may be faid, carr a 
ole Man do any thing toward his own Birth, 


C3 Rk 
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or Creation, or Reſurrefion, by all which 
this n To this I do 

wer, that we are actually called 1 
Eph. 5. 14 upon fo to do. Awake thou i 
I, bat ſleepeſt, and ariſe from 
the Dead; and CurisT Hall give these 
nerally made 
ſome one con- 
ſiderable view, and to give light in ſome | 
particular matter for the ſake of which | 


TY 


life. Metapbors axe 
ule of, in Scripture, 


ih 


they are produc'd; but it is a manifeſt 
wrong, to the Deſign of em, to ſtretch 
em to every thing which a brisk aud 


warm 1 may __ Sup- 
ou ex- 


poſe as to this very point, 


plain a Man's being Dead in Sin, to ſig- 


nifie his being able to do no more than a 


Man naturalij dead, is, to revive himſelf; 


when you have done fo, carry this ex- 


| plication of the Metaphor to another 


Text, and ſee how far it is from being 
true and agreeable there: Such as are 
kom. „ > Alve to God, are {aid to be 
m. c. dead to Sin; which accord- 
ing to the Senſe juſt mention'd, muſt 
denote that ſuch are no more able to do 


a ſinful action, chan a dead Body is to 


move or ſtir. And if there are any that 
will not own this to be a falſhood, they 


wult blot, chat Text out of the Bible, 


There. 


—— — en rn 1 aa " —_ «CT nn 
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= There is not a juſt man apon 
= Earth that doth good, and 
JJ fnneth not; and at the fame time they 
; _ talk againſt all the e and 
| ſido in the world. 
: E Bor, drop opping all Meta bots It 1s 
farther Object inſt the plain and 
Y expreſs Scriptures I have quoted, That 
our Savious tells us as plainly, whilft 
there are many that ſtrive to enter in at 
the ſtrait gate, yet there are few that 
find it; and again he fays expreſſy, that 
no man can” come unto him - Joksi& 
except the Father draw him 92 
And the Apoſtle tells us that it is God 
who worketh in fg both to will and ta 40 
of bis vn good pleaſure. © 
To which I wh the Ainfwer4 is very 
obvious. When er the forego- 
in ces are compared together, t 
— — evidently nes Ke. no wore) 
We muſt work, becauſe Gop works in 
us, and 297th us; vr mult go to CHRIST 
by the Grace of Go afpfting and ena- 
bling us; and we muſt ſtrive in a belie- 
ving expectation of Gop's accompliſh- 
*r deſires; . 3 that have 
made at ts without this Dependence 
on him nd Help from him, have been 


diſappointed and batfled. And thar leads 
to a . 


13 7. 20. 
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2. Concluſion, That for. the ſucceſs of 


all means, and the effefting this — | 
Change of the new Birth, our Relianct 


- 
»*. 
"i 
= 
A 
ves 
* 
= 


2uſt be on GoD and Hin m alone. We 
muſt make the beſt w/e we can of all 
-outward Helps and Advantages, but we | 
muſt not 77uft to theſe; Tis Gon alone 


that can give a irs of new Lif: | 
ave ſpoken very 
fully in the beginning of this Diſcourſe)| 
and therefore we ſhould take care to fix 1 
all our Hope on him. Grace is the GittÞ 


(concerning which I 


of Gop as well as Glory; and ſhould be] 
Sought for and eſteemed as a Gifr, in 
what way ſoever it may be CLIT It 
any. means had been ſuthcient, of them. 
ſelves, to work ſuch a Change i in Men, it 

mult have been the Preaching and Mira. 
cles of Jesus CHRIST when he was 


here upon Earth; and yet we find thoſe 


| 


that owed Him to ſpeak as never mas 1 
ale, and were ſenſible that he pro- 


ved his words by 
man did, notwitl 


Ctions, turned away from him and for- 


ſuch works as never 


anding ſuch Convi| 


{ook him. But afterwards, when Go 
ſent his Spixrr to work upon the Hearts 


of Men, in and with the preachi 2 
the Golpel, we read of Thouſands 

verted at a time. Yea thoſe very Link 
ſtrations which Men of Wit and Learn 


ing 
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ing have ſcorn'd and derided, have yet, 
by the mighty Power of Gop, produ- 
¶ ced ſuch Effects as the wiſeſt and greateſt 
might be glad to own. 
= To ſumm up all therefore in a little, 
ve are taught to pray, Turn us, OLoxp! 
and then we ſhall be turned, | 
or thou art the Loxp our 
60. And the more I am convinced 
© that this Change is of Gop; the more 
earneſtly and importunately ſhould I cry 
i unto Him that performeth all things for 
' Here, Reader! ſtay a while; Review 
the Heads of what thou haſt been read- 
ng; and ſay, if thou canſt, that this 
Doctrine of the new Birth is a Doctrine 
not to be underſtood. I am very ſenſible 
indeed, that after all my Care to explain 
it in the moſt orderly and affecting man- 
J ner I could; yet if the Good Spirit of 
o Gop is not pleaſed to give thee a 
J diſcerning Mind, and if he does not 
open thins Eyes. to ſee the Evidence and 
Importance of what has been ſuggeſted 
to thee, ' it*will be of very kttle ſervice. 
But if Gop does graciouſly concur with 
theſe Endeavours, He can render them 
as uſeful to Thee, as they have been to 
ſome others : And however inconſiderable 


Cy they 


Lam. 5. 21. 


74 The being Born again explain'd 
they may ſeem in themſelves, this will 
ſtamp a value upon them. 

« Thus may it pleaſe thee, O Father 
ce of Lights, to Enlighten thoſe that ſit 
& i Derkneſs,. and in the Region of 7h: 
« hadou of Death. Give them the 
0 Knowledge of Salvation, for the Re- 
&« iſſon of their Sins; and ſo let the 
« Day-ſpring from on High viſit their 
& Souls. One Ray from thee, bleſſed 
& Gop!. would make Day in the moſt 
“ benighted. Breaſt. Be thou, there- 
c“ fore, the Teacher of thoſe that are 

== ignorant of Thee, and of their 

ay to thee; and them, out of 
< their natural and finful. ar bre in- 
to thy marvellous Light. 91 
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IW herein "tis prov'd, that to be 
Born again, is neceſſary to Sat; 


= vation. Havana 


Had thought after the Explaining of 
this Change, which our Saviour 


calls a _ e again, ro have added 
} next, the | 

2 when F confider'd how little agreeable 
what is advanced- would be to the ae 
e the preſent Age; and that, in the 
J Preaching on this Subject, I had met 


eans of attaining” It But 


with a very eold Reception from ſuch as 
F was particularly deſirous to have made 
fome good Impreſſions upon; it then 
appeared highly requifite, immediately 
to prove the Importance and neceſſity of 
this Doctrine of the new Birth. 
And could I now ſpeak with a Voice 


$ that ſhould reach the whole world; [would 


proclaips it, That whatever Nation 
Men are of, or whatever Party they 
& belong to, and whatever their Figure 
© or Characters may be here on Earth, 
Ext they be born again, they ſpall not 
4 ſee the Kingdom of Gon. And *tis at 
thy Peril, Man! whoever thou art that 

* Cs. hearelT. 
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heareſt or readeſt theſe words, if thou 
dareſt to ſhew a diſguſt, or even a diſre- Þ 
gard to them. This Text ſtands in thy 
Bible, as with a Hand pointing to it; 
and a double Seal [werily, verily] fer 
upon it; that declares it one of the an- 
alterable Edis of Heaven. Let the Pro- 
faneneſs of the World, or the vain Reli. 
gion of the World ſuggeſt what it will, 
if thou art not Born again, thou art not 
in a State of Salvation. 
Our Saviour's Words are very Poſi- 
tive, and they are very Plain too. 

. Seeing and Enjoying Gop, ſeeing and en- 
tring into his Kingdom, are in Scripture 
Language the ſame thing: And the King- 
dom of Gop, you know, is frequently 
to be underſtood of the Goſpel State, or 
the Kingdom of Grace, and alſo of the 
Heavenly State, or the Kingdom of Glo- 
ry. So that the full meaning of our 
Lonp's Aſſertion muſt be this; Excegt 
4 Man be born again, he cannot be ac- 
counted a True Chriſtian in this World, 
or be admitted into the Society of the | 
Bleſſed Spirits abave.. b rao bd 

_ Theſe wo things I ſhall ſet my {el 
diſtinctly to prove. O that I might 
hope for. ſuch ſucceſs in this Attempt, 
as that none who read or hear what I 
have to ſay, might deceive: e 


| the diſpoſals of Providence 3 nor indeed 
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with a Falſe Name or a Falſe Hope (that 
is calling themſelves Chriſtians, or ex- 
petting the Happine/s of ſuch) whilſt 
they are Strangers to this zew- Birth /-. 


I. I ſhall eſtabliſh the Truth of this 
Aſſertion, That no Man can be 4 Real 
Chriftian, except be be thus Changed and 
Renewed. For | 

1. There, cannot be an accepting of 


Jesvs. CHRIS as our Teacher and Inſtru- 


dor without this. Tis mockery to call 
bim our Maſter or Leader if we are not 


willing to be Taughr by him. And 'tis 


in vain that we profeſs. to receive /ome 
things from him, if we do not fubſcribe 
to the whole of his Inſtructions and Re- 
velations. Now then, conſider it, our Sa- 
vioux inſiſts upon this as the fſt thing 
to be learnt and underſtood by Nicode- 
mus, when he addreſs d him. as a. Nach- 
er come from God. It is a matter of 
fuch Importance in our profeſſing Chri- 
ſtianity to be born again, that tis neceſ- 
fary to prepare us for the Reception of 
all the other Doctrines of the Goſpel. 
If the natural Pride, Senſuality and Hard- 
neſs of our Hearts be not removed, we 
ſhall never be brought to a right under- 
ſtanding of the Method of Salvation by 
a Redeemer; nor to a due ſubmiſſion to 


70 
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to any ſubjeftion to the Father of 
Spirits, 10 as to have a. juſt and prevail 
ing Senſe of our ions to him. 


Howexer · therefore, Men may comple - 
ment ChRIST, by by. call him MasTeR 
and Loxp ; or rather wer ere 
nour. to themſelves, feſſing to be 
his Followers and Mehr z yet in truth 
and reality they reje# when they 
d. a od r. nepal has wo 
rincipal one, in his 
| gion. What is this but in effect, 

to make void the auhole Goſpel? and - to 
weaken the force of every other Do- 
Erine, ſo as to hinder its proper Influ-. 
ence upon us? 

To this, undoubtedly. to this, i is ar. 
ng the Unſucceſsfulneſs of Preachi ing, in 
eat "meaſure at this Day: "Tho! che 
Dottrines of the Goſpel may be 
; fr in the cleareſt Light; tho' IS, 
in its ſeveral Branches, may be preſs d 
e 

with r that one W 
think — 22 we find, that. the 
Knowledge of Men, and their 
Convictions, in many caſes,. ſerve only. 

to condemn, not to ſanctify or. re- 
form them. How are there who 
can readily rehearſe the ſeveral Articles of 
ther Creed, and are convinced, * 
| Duty 
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to obferve God's Commandments ;. 
who, for all this, live and act juſt as 
Men Lage do _ _— -= ac- 
know no things hereas 
if Men were thoro'ly inſtructed con- 
cerning the neceſſity of their being Bors 


ie of = Proxiple go. — rt 
a. new Life being 
derived from above; and would be per- 
Prey a API rs 

nrerting Influences 
— — all other mat» 
ters both of Faith and Praftice would. 
then become 1 e, „ and. 
eaſie; and the whole Scheme Chr 
ſtianity wonld appear à quite different 
thing ta what tis generally eſteem d. 
But, without this, we cannot be faid to 
receive. CrrasT, as our Prophet and. 
Teacher : and therefore in vain. call our 


felves b W 


2. Except a Man be 9 hes. 
not be intereſted in the Death of CHRIST, 
as mating Atonement and: SatisfaStion for 
bins. We are told, char for this End,. 
CansT both diad and ro/e again, that he 
225 be a Pattern to us of Mine's Sin, 

mad alive anto FRED > 

at: OX axcooing to ma 3 1 
1 ther 
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* way of Expreſſion, that our od Man 


might be crutify'd with him, and that we 


might be raiſed with him to 
| 2 ws + walk in newneſs of Life. But 
; | now this De/ign of our Sa- 
; vioun' 8 Death is loſt, if we be not, in 
ſuch a Senſe, conformed to Him 
| Yea, if we conſider his Death as a Pro- 
pitiation for Sin, it will be unavailable 
to our Souls, excep t we are thus renewed. 
A ro this common Diſtinction, 
Cunisy died to fave us from our Sins, not 
in them: And his Death without us will 
not avail us, if there be not alſo this 
Mork of the Srixir within us. Tis not 
enough that Satisfaction is made for —— 
if we are not alſo delivered by Almi 
Grace from the reigning Power o 
What would it ſignify to a — 
Criminal. to have a Pardon procur d for 
him, if at: the ſame time he was ſick of a 
mortal Diftemper ? Except his Diſeaſe be 
healed, as well as the Sentence of Death 
taken away, tis in vain to promiſe him 
Life: So notwithſtanding the Purchaſe 
of Pardon by Jzsus CHRIST, if the Di- 
ſtempen of which we are a dying benot 
alſo removed, we are undone for ever. 
Let the value of a ReDEEMER' s Blood 
be never ſo great in the 


7” if it is not. t apply'd for. 


yt of _ 
Cle mäng 
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Cleanſing unto us, we fhall be never the 
better for it. And therefore, except we 
are Born again, Carisr cannot be a 
Saviour to us. However we may now 
be called by his Name, yet hereafter he 
vill profeſs unto all that are Unregenerate, 
1 never knew you. | | 


3. No. Man can acknowledge the Sove- 
reignty and Dominion of CRS, as the 
Goſpel requires, unleſs ſuch» a Change be 
wrought in him And without this no 
Man can be a real Chriſtian. Tis by this 
means that our Lonx has appointed Sub- 
jects to be gathered, and Members to be 
admitted into this Kingdom. Hence it 
is that thoſe who belong to him are ſaid 

to be called and choſen out 7 the World; 
and to have @ Life hid with (ioc if. 
CHRIST in God, and fo when * 
Cnrisr, who is their Life, ſhall appear, 
then Hall they alſs appear with him in 
Glory. It is by being born again, that 
the Throne of a RxpxRMExR is fix'd in 
the Hearts of Men; — this alone 
they are brought into a perfect Subjection 
to his Method of ruling them. His Aing- 
dom is not of this World; nor his manner 
of governing ſuited to the Forms of Go- 
vernment here : And 'tis an Argument 
of very great Ignorance, or ſomething 
555 | worſe, 
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worſe, for Men to account themſelves, or 
pretend to make others, the Subjects of 
Cunisr's Ki » merely becauſe of 
their outward ity to the Inſtitu 
tions of his Worſhip, and their comply- 
ing with a parti Form: of Church 
Government. Nothing leſs than a thoro' a 
Change and Renovation of the Heart 
and Mind, can tranflate a Man, from the I 
Kingdom and. Power of Satan, to the e 
Kingdom of our Lon Jxsus CHRIST. 
On this account, as well as others be- 
t 
L 
b 
a 
| 
| 
5 
| 
| 
| 
| 


fore mention'd, our Saviour might juſt- 
ly N 1 that he 5 be 
a Ruler in Iſrael, yet appear ſo in- 
ſenſible of the vaſt — make 
in a Man, to paſs. from ons Lingdom and 
Government to another : Whenever any 
Stranger came to ſettle tthe Jews, 
the Alteration. both of his Mint and 
Mauners was ſo great, that one would 
have ex Nicodemus ſhould readily 
conceive of the Alteration that muſt be 
made, in all ſueh as became the Subjects 
of Currsr's Kingdom; which being Spi- 
ritual, muſt needs differ exceedingly from 
| N Kingdoms of this: World; —_— 
wit require a very different Spirit at 
_ of Mind in thoſe that — ro 
r ö 177 


1 
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In the Goſpel Scheme of Government 
there are fo many things, not only above 
but contrary to, the Dictates of corrups 
Reaſon, that a Principle of ſpiritual di- 
vine Life muſt arily gain the Af- 


cendency, before ſuch Rules of Conduct 
and Behaviour can.be duly obſerved. For 
Example, we are required to prefer the 
Intereſt of a RzpzeMER, and his Reli- 
gion in the World, 2 — all our Ner- 
ments and Relationt; 8 2 1 k af 
hear fake red be by 
therefore u ient 
under Suffer ae ur 


with rhe Context. 


theſe and fuch like a by © try how — 


any Perſon in a natural State, is like to. 


be obediem to CRRISsT, and to live in 


Subjection to him; and we ſhall ſoom 


find that theſe are things ſo contrary to 
us, as nat to be comply d with till we 
are horn again. We are naturally fond 
of Life, and the out ward — of it: 
B to — thing * 

Ome 


Luke xxi. rs, 


A. 


: 
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ſome and painful to us; averſe to Prayer, 
Hearing, Reading, and the Exerciſes of 
Religion; full of Reſentment againſt 
ſuch as offend us; and ready to deſpiſe, 
and turn away from, thoſe that are in 
mean and diſtreſſed. Circumſtances : S0 
that except we- are Changed, and made 
New Creatures,. we ſhall never ſubmit to 
ſuch Rules of Conduct as theſe are. 
- Put all togerher, and then ask your 
ſelves, can that Man be a Chriſtian, that 
neither learns of CHRIS as a Teacher, nor 
is intereſted in him as a Saviour, nor can 
be ſubject to him as a King. ? I wonder 
Men are not aſhamed of — — — 
ole Pretenfions, that are ſo apparent 
different from their — 05 
that any Man can ſatisfy himſelf with a 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, who has no re- 
gard to the Import of ſuch a> Profeſſion, 
| = the Obligations under which. it lays 


But the Formal Chriſtian will fay, Do 
not I perfarm the Duties of Religion, 
and attend upon the Worſhip of. Gon, 
according to the Direction of the Goſ- 
pel? yea, do I not comply with that pe- 
culiar Inſtitution of a crucify'd Saviour, to 
eat and drink at a Communion Table? 
Which many, concerning ä 
2 | ope 
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hope well, do not = go ſo far as to do: 


4 this be thought un- 
worthy of the Name of a Chriftizn ? 


To ſuch Lanſwer, chat you have in- 
deed a Claim to the ſacred Name, and 
to all the outward Privileges of Chriſti- 
ans; and you are look'd upon as ſuch by 
Us; but at the ſame time you may ap- 
pear quite otherwiſe in the Eſteem and 
Account of Almighty Goo. 

The outward Performance of Religi- 
ous Duties, however they may entitle us 
to the good Opinion of Men, yet cannot 
avail us in the ſight of Gop, if there be 
not ſuch an Attention, ſuch an Affection, 
and ſuch a Steddineſ and Perſeverante, as 
the Goſpel requires: Inall which the Ser- 
vices of thoſe Men will be found faulty, 
who are Stangers to the new Birth. 

The natural Man, who is deſtitute of 
2 Principle of Divine Life, has no ſuch 
Concern about the Spirituality of his 
Worſhip, and the fixedne/s of his Heart 
in Religious Exerciſes, as the Man that is 
ſavingly chang'd and renewed is acted by. 
An external Devotion is what ſuch aone 
contents himſelf with, altho' it goes no 
farther than a Lip- Service, or ks 
a Xn Exerciſe. N 


Hence 
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Hence it comes to pals that the Spirit 
is cold and unaffetted, and knows no- 
thing of that F ervour and excecding Plea- 
ſure, which the real Chriſtian is frequent - 


I tranſported with. Have I not ſeen 


two Perſons joyning in the ſame Prayer 
or hearing the — Sermon, yet Gar 
ftant in the Frame of their Minds as 
Heaven and Earth? One trifling, and 
| 1 with his Eyes and his Thoughts 

a thouſand Varities z when he that 
_ been next him, has thought himſelf 
at the very Gate of Heaven. One ſleep- 

or it may be, ſetting himſelf againſt 
= is ſaid; 1 in the ſame 


Seat, has been eagerly catching every 
2 ken; and has 
thought what he was enough to 


command his Attention for ever. Such 
is the Difference converting Grace makes. 
Further, he that is in an Unregene- 
rate State is ſoon weary of every good 
Work: N is 3 of Excuſes for os 
utti or ort, every Ex- 
Se e A * — Nature: And — rea 
upon ca- 
r dd b ee of ol” Wal 
 ebe Hypocrite always call upon God ? If it 
be or” his —.— or 2 — or how- 
ever if it appear for che Securing 
what he has, 16 © 20 wholly lay afide de 
Thoughts 
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Thoughts of Religion; or in the moſt 
material Points can alter them: Heis rea- 
dy to do either, as the Timesand his Cir- 
cumſtances require. Whereas the real 
Chriſtian is one-that is ſtedfaſt, and un- 
moveable, always aboumding 
inthe Work of the Lon b. He Ef: Mn 
that is born again, is endued with a Prin- 
ciple that will carry him thro” all Tryals, 
and render him ſuperiour to all Oppoſiti- 
ons, and enable him to conquer all Tem- 
ptations, (I mean, as to the final iſſue of 
them) which can be ſaid of no other Man. 
Since, thereſore, Men may attend up- 
on Sacraments, as well as other parts of 
religious Worſhip, without a becoming 
Temper and Diſpoſition of Mind, theſe 
are only to be look'd upon as external 
Bauges of Chriſtianity, not as certain E- 
vidences of it. And from our own Ob- 
ſervation we are aſſured, that Sacramen- 
tal Vows and Promiſes are very little 
minded in the mating, and much leſs in 
the keeping of them, by /ome that fre- 
quent thoſe Solemnities. Or if at ſuch 
times there may be ſomething of a more 
than ordinary Seriouſneſs, yet by one 
Temptation or other, we very often ſee 
thoſe ſacred Bonds broken, and Perſons 
give themſelves a Looſe to act, as if they 
had never come under ſuch Obligations. 
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So that upon the whole, it can be no 
Breach 'of Charity to ſay, that many are 


enroll'd m—_ the Number of Commu. 


nicants, whoſe Names are not written in 
the Book of Life. And therefore-there is 
a great deal of difference bet wixt a Man's 
— allow d co paſs for a Chriſtian now, 
and his being found * ſuch at Jaf, 
which is what Lam here pany of. 

But before I ſet my ſelt to enlarge on 
that, it 2 very fit 5 add, oor even at 

eſent , the diſtinguiſhing Privileges and 
tity gs of 4 705 Chriſtian, = ſuch 
as thele nominal Chriſtians intermeddle 
not with: It may be ſaid concerning 
them, with reference to theſe Privile- 
ges, that they have neither Part nor Lot 
in the matter. | 

The grand Bleſſing of the Goſpel is 
Peace with Gon: but it is impoſſible to 
obtain this, if we are not made new 
Creatures. The Favour of Gop is in- 
deed the Purchaſe of CurrsT; but 'tis 
what none ſhall be intereſted in that are 
not prepared for it. He will never pre- 
ſent any to the Father, as objects of his 
ſpecial Love, till they are fit to be pre- 
ſented to him. We muſt be reſtored to 
the Likeneſs of the Deity, or we can ne- 
ver be reſtored to his complacential Love. 
Hence it is that the new Birth, by which 
| _ 
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we are created again in the Image of Gon, 
becomes neceſſary to our being qualify d 
for the Marks of his ſpecial Favour. 
Another very high Privilege of the 
Goſpel is our Union and Communion with 
CurisT: We are made one with him, 


and derive all our Supplies from him; 


which cannot poſſibly be, except the 


ſame Mind be in us which was alſo in 


Curisr JEsus. All the Members of 
his Body muſt, in ſome meaſure, be con- 
formed to their Head. Unleſs we ſhould 
ſuppoſe that this myſtical Body is like the 
Image of Nebuchadnezzar ; the Head 
Gold, but the Feet, Iron and Clay : And 
then what muſt become of ſuch a Text as 


that, Be ye holy, for I am holy? or 


where would be the juſt reaſoning of that 
other place, what Communion hath Light 
with Darkneſs? and what Concord hath 
CHRIST with Belial? ii Cor. vi. 14, 15. 
Farther, we cannot have Peace in our 
own Conſciences, nor obtain a ſettled 
compoſed Temper of Mind, without 
ſuch a Change. This is neceſſary to re- 
move our Confuſions, our Guile; our 
Fears, and our reigning Corruptions. 
lations that proceed from the good Spi- 
RIT of Gop, are only to be expected as 
conſequent upon his 3 Influences 


and 
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And then again, thoſe Joys and Conſo- 
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and Operatians. Where he is not 4 con 
porting be he will not be à comfortin 
pirit,. ... 
ou _ hin E re. e 
if he does fo, I am perſuad 
muſt be convinced, that no Man can be 
real Chriſtian, except he be born again, 
Without this he cannot perform the Du- 
ties of Religion axight z nor can he be 
intereſted in the peculiar and maſk yu 
rable Privileges of Chriſtianity: 
therefore whateyer he may — to * 
or to Do, in the Eye of the World, he 
neither I, nor Does what Gon req 
and expects from him 80 that how- 
l pals for a Chriſtian ax pre- 
ſent, he not be admitted to the Hap- 
pineſs of ſuch at aft. This I am. now to 
inſiſt on, by ſhewing 


II. That uo. Mon ſhall. antes inte th 


- pe. 


Kingdom of Gon: above, or duell in his 
e Protege. in Heaven, unleſs be bt 
here let me aßeſh fum 
. ap of him that — Qt 
s: If what has been ſaid already 

— no ſuitable Impreſſions, | y 
Thi now poſfibly be offered: that 
ſhall End a nearer and quictar way to thy 


Heart. 
* 


Ser 
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The neceſſity of being Born again. 5 
May I not ſuppoſe it is a Pleafure to 

thee to hear of bums and that thon 

art ſometimes ready to talt of it too? 
Nay, is not the Hope of being ſaved be» 
come a familiar Expreſſion in all parts of 
chy Converfation ? What, if after all the 
lain _—_ —— — of that 
a ace, and all t — 
Hope of arriving at it, Dk ſhould"ſt ne; 
ver — there? Canſt thou bear fack a 
Thought, without being ſtartled and 
, concern'd ? Well, I am now in plain 
eTerms to aſſure thee, that except thou 
ut renewed, and born again, thou ſhalt 
Q 
Jo 
0 


never joy into Heaven. 


K Thy Lonp and Saviour has * 
expreſly declared this, and his Faithfulnefs 
lands engaged to make it good. Befides 
the Text F am upon, and the Repetition 
of the fame thing a little after; ti made 


as indiſpenſably neceſſary to Salvation, in 


Matth. xviii. 3. Except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children, ye fhatl not 
enter into the Kingdom of Hewven. And 


and be converted , that your Sins may be 
blatted ont, when the Times of refrefhing — 
come from the: Preſence of the LoD. And 
„ 14 me told, thar with- 

& out 


other places of Scripture, as in theſe, 


again, Acts iii. 19. Repent ye therefore 
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52 The neceſſity of being Born again. 
out Holincſs no Man ſhall ſee the Loxbp; 
that is, Ben of Nature, which is pro- 
ductive of Holineſs in the Life. Once 
more, Rev. xxi. He that ſat upon the 
Throne, is repreſented as ſaying, Behold, 
T1 make all things new: Upon this it is, 
that thoſe who overcome, are made 10 in- 
Berit all things, even as thus renewed : 
But without this it is abſolutely deter- 
min'd, in the /aft Verſe of that Chapter, 
there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it (the Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem) any thing that defileth. 
Now can it be expected that, after 
all this, Gop ſhould not keep to his 
Word ? If ſuch Declarations as theſe be 
look'd upon as falſe, the Promiſes of 
5 Lag joyn'd with them muſt be 
e tOO.. | 

. They are wretched Miſtakes which 
on both hands Men run into, when they 
think, that an infinitely holy unchangea- 
ble Gop will deal, either more mercifally, 
or more ſeverely, with them, than he has 
ſpoken in his Word. Yet ſo it is, that 
- Whilſt ſome of timerous and melancholy 

Diſpoſitions can hardly be perſuaded to 
believe Gop will be ſo gracious and mer- 
i bk as the Scriptures repreſent him 
there are others of more ſanguine Tem- 
pers, that are ready to conclude, Gop 
will not condemn them to endleſs Miſe- 
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The neceſſity of being Born again. 53 
ry, altho' they live in thoſe Sins, againſt 
which, everlaſting Deſtruction from the 
Preſence of the LorD, is moſt expreſly 
denounced. Thus Men are r to 
judge of the great Gop by themſelves, 
and becauſe They do not fo carefully ob- 
ſerve their friendly Promiſes, nor ſo fully 
execute their haſty Threatnings, as to make 
em good without varying from them, 
theretore they conclude it is thus with 
GoD. 1 1 25x 2 
Whereas the very Foundation and 
Principle of all Religion, is the TRUrn 
of Gop. For if it could be ſuppoſed, 
that Gop dealt deceitfully with his Crea- 
tures, or that he would vary from the 
ſettled Rules of his Government and Pro- 
cedure, fo as to become either Better, or 
Worſe than his Word; he would no long- 
er be a proper Object of that Honour, or 
Truſt, or — which is required 
of us. Whereſoever, therefore, any thing 
is expreſly inſiſted on as a Term of Salva- 
tion, there can be no diſpenſing with it, 
or Admiſſion into Heaven without it; 
nor will any thing of our contriving be 
accepted in the room of it. is 
It is not what way I would preſcribe, 


if I was to chuſe the Method of obtain- 


ing eternal Life; but the way ſettled and 
appointed by Gop, —2 every Man ought 
22 3 - "Ms 


54 The neceſſity of being Born again. 
to ſtudy, and with which he muſt in- 
tirely comply. Let Men lay what Schemes 
of Salvation they pleaſe; let em inſiſt 
upon the common Forms of Worſhip, or 

2 Heat and Zeal for a particular Party, 
23 the way to Heaven; or let 'em con- 
trive in ſome ſingulzr and reſerved way of 
their own, to give up themſelves to Gon: 
yet if no real thoro' e be made in 
their Souls, they are yet to ſeek for the 
true way to Salvation. It is the expres 
Declaration of our Lok, and all the 
Powers on Earth ſhall never be able to al- 
ter his Meaſures and Proceedings, Except 
Man be born again, be caunot ſee the 
ingdom of Gop. If it was beeoming the 
Divine Goodneſs and Perfection to abe 
ſuch a Declaration, infinite Truth and 
Juſtice require it ſhould be made gocd: 
Gop will not act inconſiſtently with 
bis Word to fave any. But conſider 
farther. 


2. It is wholly diſagreeable to the Pari- 
ty and Holineſs of Gon, as well as his 
airhfulneſs and Unchangeableneſs, 10 
admit ſuch into his Preſence and Favoxr as 
are uxſauctiſyd and unrenewed. The Scrip- 
ture has detcribed the Abborrexce which 
there is to Sin in the Divine Nature, 
by thipgs chat are to us moſt loathſome 


and 
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The netelſity of being Born again. 55 
and deteſtable. A Creature Hing in its 
Blood, and in a State of Purrefattion, is 
not more ſhocking and of- 
fenſive to ut, than one that 
hes in Sin, is to Gon. Yea, Death it 
ſelf, which to our Nature is the moſt 
terrible of all things, cannot be more 
our Averſion than Sin is the Averſion of 
a holy Goo. Thoſe who live wickedly 
are therefore ſaid to be dead 2 a 
in Treſpaſſes and Sins. By © 
theſe Repreſentations we may form ſome 
Notiors of Sin's Contradiction to the 
divine Narure- and thence we muſt con» 
clade the neceſſity of its being taken as 
way, before we can be admitred into the 
favourable Prefence of Gop. 5 
Farther, we read of Gop's haling the 
Workers of Iniquity, and of his _ 
angry with the Wicked every Day; whic 
are Expreſſions that undoubtedly intimate 
his being as effectually turn'd away from, 
of ſet againſt, impenitent unrenewed Sin: 
ners, as we are againſt thoſe things that 
are the Objects of our Hatred or deſerved 
Anger. For tho“ we are by no means to 
think there are ſuch Paſſions as theſe in 
Almighty God, yet we may conceive of 
hisdealing with the Wicked by a wife and 
prudent Magiſtrate's dealing with thoſe 
that have done all that ever they could to 


Ezek. xvi. 6. 


56 The neceſſity of being Born again. 
injure his Authority, and to bring the 
Laws into Contempt. 1 fo 
But, that I may give you the clearer 
Notion of Gop's abhorring and rejc&- 
ing the Yorkers of Iniquity, you may 
take the account of their Caſe, in-ſhort, 
thus: Man being at firſt made up of two 
different Natures, Fleſh and Spirit, the 
Laws of his Creation | moſt certain| 
oblig'd him to have been govern'd by the 
Dictates of that Nature which was the 
nobleſt and moſt excellent This, his Ma- 
ker requir'd : this, in reaſon one would 
have expected. However, ſuch was Man's 
Sin and Folly, that it proved quite other- 
wiſe: He was ſoon drawn away to grati- 
fy his Senſes, whilſt he diſgraced his bet. 
ter Powers. Hereupon his Maker, being 
juſtly diſpleaſed, appointed the Separation 
of that Soul and Body, by Death, which 
acted ſo ill when united. Nevertheleſs, 
after he had appointed it unto Men to die, 
he contriv'd a farther way for recovering 
the Soul out of this unhappy Subjection 
to ſenſible and corruptible things; and 
promis d upon ſuch a Reſtoration of the 
Soul, to reſtore that Happineſs Man had 
loft, yea, to raiſe him to a Heavenly Pa- 
radiſe. Now, if notwithſtanding ſuch 
Grace as this, Men will {till preter the 
Animal Lite above the Spiritual, what 
urn | can 
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The neceſſity of being Born again. 57. 
can they expect but that their throwing. 
ſuch an a aggravated Contempt upon the. 
Father of Spirits, and the Spiritual Hap- 
pine/s he propoſes, ſhould end in their 
Baniſhment from Bath? Yea, how can 
it be otherwiſe, whilſt they are purſuing 
thoſe things which carry them ſtill far- 
ther and farther from the divine Being, 
but that at laſt they ſhould be remov'd to 
an eternal Diſtance from that Gon, to 
whom they have made themſelves «tterly 
diſagreeable ? And it will follow from 
hence, that, 

3. The unrenewed M. ud is as nd 2 
againſt the Happineſs of Heaven, as the 
great GoD is ſet againſt the Admiſſion of 


ſuch a one into it. So that if we could 


conceive of an unregenerate Perſon as 
actually got into the Preſence of Gon 
above, it would be no Happineſs to him 
to be there. 

Can tuo wall together, ſays the Pro- 
pbet, except they be agreedꝰ Would it be 
any Pleaſure for two Perſons to live con- 
tinually together, whoſe Inclinations, 
Wills, and Diſpoſitions are oppoſite and 
croſs to each other? Would there not be 
an earneſt deſire of more ſuitable Com- 
pany and Society? What Pleaſure then 
can a Man, that is ſet upon Preſence of 
* and 9 have, in the P 

wt D. 7 that 


$$ The nereſſity of berg Born again. 
. thar Being, whoſe Nature, and Will, and 
Bleſſednets is intirely ſpiritual and holy? 
Either Gop or the Simmer muſt be 
changed before there can be any Agree- 
ment between them: And till is 2 
Conformity and an Agreeableneſs, there 
ean be no Happineſs: And fo to ſpend an 
Eternity together, would be a moſt un- 
deſirable thmg. Now, can the Sinner 
be ſo foolith and blaſ us as to ima- 
me, that Gon fhould: ceaſe to be in- 
itely perfect and holy? or that he ſhould 
become /uch a one as himſelf ? Common 
Senſe, one would think, could not fail of 
directing him rather to conclude, that the 
2 muſt” be in his nu Soul, and 
that zi Will muſt be brought to the 
Will of his Lon, and his Nature con- 
formed to the divine Nature, in order 
to his dwelling in the bliſsful Preſence 
of Gop. = 
An unrenewed Mind is no way ſuit- 
able either to the Company, the En- 
ployments, or the Entertainments of 


of thoſe that inhabit the 


Thee 
World above, muft needs be difagrec- 


able to an unholy Soul. For ſince Gon 
bimſeif is ſo, (as we have juſt been argu- 
mg) all they that are conformed to 


: enjoy- 
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of him, maſt conſequently be 
—— too. Insu Curry is the 
A — Image of as Father, in Holinefs 
as well as other ns; and as it 
was his Character on Earth, tis his Glo- 

ry in Heaven, to be ſeparate from Sin- 
ners. Holy Angels even in their appear- 
ance to good Men here below, havefill'd 
em with confuſion and dread; and how 
then ſhall the whole Hoſt of Heaven in 
all their Splendour and Purity be endured 
by ſinful Men? The Spirits of Juſt Men 
that are perſected above, are ſuch as the 
Sinner hated, ſcorn d, perſecuted, or 
liv'd in a conſtant diſlike to, in this 
World; and can they then be happy 
rogether in another World, when the 
Difference between em is greatned, by 

the - conſummate Holineſs of the one, 
and the excreaſed Prejudices of the o- 
ther? Their dying ina State of 
has made that Enmity an paler an 
We, La all this together, and if an 
n would not find one Com-- 
— like himſelf in Heaven, think 
what Pleaſure he could have in the So- 
ciety of the ſuppoſing it. were 

le for him to get among them. 
Again, the Employments of Heaven 
would not fuit the Temper and Inclina- 
tions of ſuch a one, any more than the- 
C6 Come 
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Company. Contemplation of the 'Things 
of Gop and Religion is what he has 
never inur d himſelf to; his Temper has 
been too much ſet againſt: Serious Confi- 
deration, ever to als pleaſure in ſuch 
an Exerciſe. And the Services of An- 
gels who are always fulfilling the Pleaſure 
of their LoxD, would go quite againſt 
the grain of the Sinner's inclinations ; 
who has been us'd to ſeek his own Plea- 
ſure, and to conſult his own Will, in all his 
actions. Inſtead of praying that the will 
of GoD might be done on Earth as it is 
in Heaven, g he 2 _ "mg _ 
contrary, . that there might be 10. other 
doing of the will of 17 — D in Heaven, 
than what he had been #s'd: to here on 
Earth; that is, not to regard it at all. 
Vea, farther, the very Praiſes and Tri- 
umpbs of Heaven would be unſuitable to 
an unrenewed Mind. - Such a one could 
by no means bear a part in that ſolemn 
acclamation, Holy, Holy, Holy, LorD 
Gop Almighty; ſince he had no admi- 
ring Thoughts of Gop's Holineſs. Nor 
could He ever joyn in that Song of the 
Lamb, Glory to him that hath loved «s 
and waſhed us from our Sins in his own 
Blood, fo long as he remain'd unſancti- 
ied and unrenewed. Such Employments 
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as theſe could afford no pleaſure to a 
wicked Man. tiogohgd7 on 22 
Hence it neceſſarily follows, that the 
Entertainments and Joys of Heaven would 
by no means anſwer the withes and de- 
fires of an Unregenerate Soul, tho' plac'd: 
in the midſt of them. The ſubſtantial 
Happineſs of the Heavenly Inhabitants 
conſiſts in the Knowledge, and Love of 
GOD: But I need not ſay more to prove 
that an unrene wed Soul is — of N 
this : I ſhall only add, that by this in- 
capacity, ſuch a one muſt needs ſuffer the 
Eternal Loſs of all thoſe Joys which ariſe 
from a beholding the unveiled Glories of 
the Deity; and alſo of all thoſe which 
are wrapt up in that high ſatisfaction 
that reſults kom the Loving, and knaw- 
ing we are belov'd,' by the greateſt and 
beſt Being in the Univerſe. At the ſame 
ume the Unholy Soul is a perfect Stran- 
ger to all thoſe Tranſports, that are ow-: 
ing to a review of the Methods of Con- 
verting Grace and can taſte nothi of 
Tag Bliſs that ſprings from a ſacred in- 
i ſoluble Friendſbip with Holy Intelligent. 
2 And, upon the Reaſons already 
edg'd, the ſame might be ſaid of every 
other joy of. Heaven. 21 
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But now let me you ſeribulſly 
to attend to the concluſion of the whole 
Matter: 1 — 
I apprehend will appear with great Evi- 
Coker wir has been faid; namely, 
that a great drab more is neceſſary than is 
commonily' imagined, to reconcile you 10 
the Haven and Hauppimſs 


* Chriſtians. 
There is not 4 Difficulty in bring- 
ing Men ro the (pel-Terms of obtain 


ing but even in reconciling 
them to the inefs-it ſelf. The Chri- 
ftian's Heaven is not a Mubomet's Para- 
diſe, 2 Place of ſenſual Delights and En- 
Ly mrs to it is 2 iy rear 2 
as can 7 ure 

Wen 

That Man therefore talks of he knows 
not what, that can talk of f going to Hea- 
ven, whillt his or 
Poſſeſſions here, engroſs 9 Thoughts 

om Affections. Thou "hou muſt have Relſh- 

different nature from thoſe 
—— 8 
— . — canſt be happy with GOD, 
and the Glorifed Spirits above. 

I chen thou haſt ever made it thy - 
with t dis the Death of the Righteous, 
remember that now theu art told, thou 
muſt in thy life-time become Righteous, 
bby being thus revered and Born again, 
or 


— 6 
or that will avail thee 
But whether thou art convinced of this 
or not, I muſt, for the _ ceaſe 
with thee, and cloſe this Chap- 
hich I that do with theſe two 
Heferences from what has been faid. 


r. We ma inferr, There ave but few 
that ſhall be 1 If ſuch Spirimality | 
be neceſſary to prepare Men for Heaven, — 
without any thing of an Uncharitable 
Cenſorious Temper, we may conclude, 
that very Few are going tbitber. Thus 
much our -Lorp told his Diſciples in 
his Day, and this we have abundant rea- 
fon to apply alſo ro our own Day. 

Take an account of thoſe that live in 
Arbei and Unbelief, and that will not 

acknowledge or ſerve Gon at all. 
Then compute the number of thoſe 
that worſhip Gon Vainly, in an Idola- 


trous Superſtitious manner, and reſting 
__ their Bodily Worſbiß and Devo+ 


N look over the coma 
common Profane Swearers and Blaſphe- 
mers of the Name of Gon. 
Reckon up all thoſe that live in the 
Rated Profanation of the Len: Day. 


Add 
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Add to theſe a Liſt of ſuch as are 
guilty of Diſobedience to Parents, or 
n or lawful Governours. 
Tell the numbers of thoſe that are 
notorious ſor Drunkenneſs, Intempe- 
rance, or for Revenge and deſtructive 
Paſſions, whereby "op ſhorten their 
own Lives, or rake aveay the Lives of 
others. / 

Set down all thoſe that are Aden 
for Adultery, or Fornication, or other 
habitual -Uncleanneſs: -- 57 

Go on to thoſe that theive by m 
Means, ſuch- as Robbery; ! Frauds and 
Oppreſſion. 

Survey the crowd of thoſe that are 

given up to a Spirit of Lying and Falſe- 

. and that even in their ſolemn 
Oaths, and bearing Witneß in Courts 
of Judicature. 
And once more, find out . reſtleſs 
Tribe of thoſe that are Vagrants from 
the Stations in which Gop had placed 
them in the World ; or that are covet- 
ing a great deal of 1 in; and never ſatisfied 
with the allotments of Providence. 

And when you have joyn'd all theſe 
together, the number of ſuch as are re- 
newed and ſanctified, will be found com- 
ny very ſmall. And that you may 

not 


- 
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not be afraid to ſet down any, as Unre- 
generate, who live im one or more of the 
afore- mentioned Sins, take that Text in 
the 1 Ep. John iii. 9. along with you in 
your computation; ] hoſoe ver is Born of - 
Go doth not commit Sin; that is, ſo as. 
to love it, and live in it. And then 
where-ever you ſee a Perfon that does ha- 
bitually commit Sin, and continue in it, 
you may - without ſeruple place him a- 
mongſt thoſe that are not Born of Gop. . 
But then, beſides ſuch as live in no- 
torious Wickedneſs, you are to take in 
all ſuch as reſt in an outward appearance 
of Religion, whilſt they are Strangers 
to the Spiritual Divine Life, and the 
nobleſt Exerciſes of it: Such as take up a 
Profeſſion | merely from their Education, 
or from External Motives and Induce- 
ments, and owe all their Reſtraints from 
Sin to theſe; and ſuch as have once made 
a ſtricter Profeſſion but degenerate and 
fall from it: And after all theſe are ad- 
ded to the afore-mention'd numbers of 
Tranſgreſſors, how few ſhall we meet” 
with that are ſavingly renewed ? 
In your computations of this kind 
ou are directed by that of our Saviour 
in the vii of Math. the latter end. Not 
every one that ſaith, Logp, Lorp, Cc. 


'The 
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The Deſign of all chis is not to diſ- 
courage Mens attempts, but to put em 
upon contending with the greater car · 
neſtneſs, and ſhewing a more ardent de- 
{ire of being found among the Few that 
Hall be ſaueu. We muſt not only ſeek, but 
ſerive to enter in at the ſtrait gate; and 
that for this very Reaſon, becauſe many 
ſhall ſeek to enter in, by an outward pro- 
ſeſſion, or ſome faint Endeavours, hat 
ſhall not be able, Luke xiii. 127. 
2. From what has been ſaid, we ſhould 
learn to pity theſe that ate beated with a 
miſtaken Zeal in the leſſer Points of Reli. 


10M, if this greateſt and weigbtieſ 


4 
| Dottrine of Chriſtianity is neglected. Ne- 
ver was there more for the exer - 
ciſe of fuch 'a Com than in the 
_ preſent Age; when Party Zeal is rais'd 
to ſuch a Height, and true Piety funk 
ſo low. Are there not many who 
would now be thought the only Prophezs 
of the Logp, that lay more ſtreſs u 
outward Forms and Ceremonits, than 
upon Faith and Repentance? and make 
more to depend upon their own way of 
Adminiſtring Bapti/m, and the LOoRD's 
| Supper, than upon thoſe Qaalifications 
without which no Adminiſtration of 
theſe Sacraments can be available? Nay, 
are there not thoſe who have laid — 
Wy | wW 
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whole ſtreſs of our tance with 
Gop upon a Point of Civil Government ? 
as if it was of more importance to em- 
brace a Set of notions of that kind, than 
- obſerve ſuch a Doctrine as this I am 

n, which our SAVIOUR thought 
f to atelier to all others. 

What Political and State - Orations 
have of late been the weekly Entertain 
ment of our moſt Solemn Aſſemblies? 
_ what trifling and Childiſi Harangues 

ave ſome of the greateſt Audiences in 
this Ciry and Nation been amus'd with ? 
Conver ſoon and Santtification have been 
lighted, - and Contempt thrown upon 

who were moſt in earneſt in recom- 

mi theſe things. By ſome they 
have not been hn nor by others 
under ſtood, and by very few infifled on 
as they ought to G And ſhall we not 
Pity thoſe who are going on confidently 
in _ 7 of themſelves upon ſome 
outward Advantages, when at the ſame 
time they are Strangers to the frue 
and any way to Heaven? Alas Man! 
thy crying up the Church, and being of 
thisor the other Party in it, will not itand. 
thee in ſtead at the Bar of Gop, if 
thou knowelt not what it is to be Born 
qo. 


Thou. 
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Thou mayſt deſpiſe this way of preach- 
ing and writing if thou pleaſeſt, only 
know this, that in ſo doing thou doſt 
not deſpiſe Man, but Gop. All the 
Texts I have quoted mult be blotted out 
of thy Bible before thou canſt juſtifie 
ſuch Contempt. Thou muſt find out 
ſome other Heaven inſtead of that I have 
been deſcribing, and take up ſome o7her 
Name inſtead of that of a Chriſtian, be- 
fore thou canſt ſet aſide the Doctrine of 
Regeneration. Se 344; 
So that every Wiſe and Good Man 
may well lay it to heart, that a Work 
of this nature is ſo much at a ſtand. And 
whatever others do, let You and I make 
it our. conſtant Requeſt to Gon, that 

He would revive his work in the midſt of 
the Tears. 8 | 


e 


CHAP. II 


The Means F Attaining the new 
23k WO 1603; ee * 


Aving ſhew'd wherein the being 4 
Born again does conſiſt; as alſo the 

neceſſity of it, if we would ſee the King- 
dom of Gop ; (that is, if we would be 
either real Chriſtians in this World, or 
glorified Spirits in another ;) I would 
now ſuppoſe rhe Language of ſome 
Convinced ' Sinner to be ſuch as this : 
« O tell me what Courſe I ſhall take 
to get out of my Sinful State, and to get 
« an Intereſt in the Renewing Sanctity- 
« ing Grace of Gop: what ſhall I do to 
« be Saved? and in order to that, what 
& ſhall I do that I may be Born again? 

If this be the unfeigned diſpoſition of 
your Mind, *tis one great ſtep towards 
a faving Change. It includes in it a 
ſenſe ot your being in a Loſt and miſera- 
ble condition whilſt in a State of Sin- 
And at the ſame time, a moſt hearty ac- 
knowledgment that the gain of the whole 
World, and the fulleſt enjoyment of 
ſenſible things, which are vain and 
periſhing, can never make an amends for 
the Loſs of your Souls. It includes _ 
1 — 14 


70 Directiont for the obtaining 
ther ſomething of a defire toward Gon 
and Heaven, and Spiritual things; that 


| you cannot be eaſie under the thought 
of being | for ever rejected and caſt off 
by Almighty Gap: nay, that you are 
convinced there is more real ſatisfaction 
in the ways of Religion at preſent, than 
in thoſe of Sin. But yet, how to have 
your Hearts ſo c and renewed as 
to get aut of the State you are in, and 
do get rid of your inf, Inclinations ta 
PFenſible abjeds, and to ſerve Gop and 
walk in his ways as you deſire to do, 
this fills your Breaſts with the greateſt 


— 84 and employs your Thoughts in 
M If 


Contrivances and Concern. 
1 ſhould caſt their Eyes upon 
this: Paſſage, who are not got fo far as 
L here ſuppoſe the Reader to be, let em 
ſeriouſly conſider what has been ſaid in 
the foregoing Chapter, and I am perſua- 
ded nothing more will be needed to pro- 

duce ſuch a Temper of Mind. 
But where this is truly the Caſe, I 
think the following Directions may be 
ſufficient to the bringing ſuch a Perſon 
into a. ſafe and renewed State. Only 
here, I muſt beſpeak the Reader's ful. 
Aft and Frongeſt Reſolution. to comply 
with what is ſuggelted, under every 
Paricular has ſhall de Id before him: 
ans I 1c 
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K r of one, but all 
the Directians I am going to mention, 
that muſt be endeavour d after; I mean 


for the fackning this great End, your 
being Borm again. TORI 
that which is moſt eaſie $11 


I. Ee wery careful and conflant in ar. 


upon the Preaching of Gos 5 
Mord. Faith comes by hear- 


ing, and hearing by the word OE 
of Gon. He has appointed a fanding 
Miniſtry for this very End, 1 = 
Truths. and — Religion, 
fo * and enforc d, as 2 
—— preſſtwe and effectual to the 
changing — the Hearts of Men. 
Go ® pleas d, by mward 
— to coneur with the outward 
jt of his Word, even 1 

hing which may ſeem v 

likely ta produce ſuch an eff * 
the new: Rub, fhall yer beeome the 
Pewer of Go unto Salvation. Rom, 
1, 16. 
You may perhaps be at now to- 
with that Gon would ſend an Angel 
from Heaven ; or, as the Rich Mar re. 
. in the Parable, that he would 
e to 
inform 
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inform e Minds, and to do ſome 
great and miraculous thing for you. But 
when you are only to look for help 
from thoſe of the ſame  infirmities and 
paſſions with your ſelves, you may think 
that very little is like to be done for you. 
Let me therefore argue this Mat- 
ter briefly with you; What could an 
Angel, or one from the dead, /ay 
more than is faid in the Ge“? or what 
could He do more to prove the Truth 
of what He ſaid, than has been done 
by CrrisT and his Apoſtles? or what 
way could He find to the Hearts and 
Conſciences of Men, that ſhould give 
Him a greater Power and Influence over 
them, than ſuch Appearances of Gop 
and Angels have formerly had? If an An- 
gel was to appear but once, it-would by 
no means equal the Force of the daily 
Pleadings and Inſtructions of Gop's 
Miniſters And if an Angel was to live a- 
mongſt us, he would, in time, we have 
reaſon to believe, meet with no better 
Treatment than the Lorp of Angels did. 
There is a great deal of difference between 
ſtartling or terrifying the Mind, and 
Working a thorough Change in it: 168 
paritions from the other World might 
alarm us for a while, but the Operations 
n is Goſpel, 
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1005 the Heart. And Gop has given us 


l of of. the Power might who. to 
ber „au not of Fut, 2 2 Cr. We7. 
Ithereforeupon che preach of 
the Goſpel, as believing it to be the 
dinance'of Gon: and let not the Meant be 
thought infufficient to gain their End, 
when under the Direction, and accompa- 


ny'd with the. Bleſſing of Him that can 
do all things. You are not, indeed, to 


look for anything from #s, as thou 155 by 


our own Power or Skill we could ring 


you to Gon : But your Expectation be- 


ing once fix d on Gop, you cannot look 
for too much from Hin. 


Yet here it muſt be added, that next 


ro the having your Hope thus fix'd on 
Gon; it is your Wiſdom and your Du- | 


ty to chuſe that Miniſtry ſtatedly to attend 
upon, which you find moſt inſtructiue and 
intelligible, moſt ſerious and affecting; 
and to be thankful to Gop, if you meet 


with Men whoſe Gifts and manner of diſ- | 


penſing the Goſpel become ſuitable to 
you. 

And when at any time you find your 
ſelves under Convictions, there ought to 
be the utmoſt Concern that this Grace of 
Cop be not receiv'd in vain; or in other 


E Words, 


— — 
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Goſpel, is orlly able to change and new 
this Treafare in Earthen Veſſels, that the 
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Words, that ſuch Convictions be not 
loft : For by ſtifling or 2 away from 
an 


them, the molt agreeable uſeful Mi- 
niſtry will ceaſe to be of any real Benefit 
and Service to you: And by excuſing, 
from time to time, your regard to the Im- 
preſſions which are made on your Minds, 
the moſt important things will loſe their 
Force, and the moſt earneſt Solicitations 
become but as an uncertain, unheeded 
eee enn 24116 | 
Moreover, you ſhould be very careful 
not to abſent your ſelves wilfully, or for 
Sight and trivial Rea/ons, from the Place 
of publick Worſhip. What knoweſt thou, 
but that very Sermon which thou turn- 
edit away from, might have done more 
for thee than all that ever thou heard'ſt 
in thy Life? What knoweſt thou, but 
that very time, Gop might have given 
ſome ſecret and particular Inſtructions to 
the Preacher, to deliver thoſe things that 
ſhould have reach'd and chang'd thy 
Heart? When through a ſluggiſh, or 
worldly , or vain and trifling 'Temper, 
thou waſt kept from the Aſſembly of 
Gop's People. „ ä 
There is one Caution, however, that 
tis proper to ſubjoin here; namely, not 


to look for a Change ſo ſudden and mi- 


— raculous, 
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raculous, as to have the whole Work 
done upon your Souls by one Sermon. 
Sometimes indeed it has been fo, that a 
Man has come into a Place of Worſhip, 
an Enemy to all that is Good, and has 
gone away th 8 reſolved to be- 
come a neu Man : Almighty Grace has 
made the Change in an inſtant ; but this 
isnot to be uſually expected. And I think, 
it is much more deſirable that our Light 
ſhould encreaſe gradually, and fo the 
Change be — 7 on of ſlower Steps and 
Degrees, than that it ſhould be beoughr 
about with ſuch Violence, as in ſome ex- 
traordinary Caſes it has been: OnePoint 
may more eaſily be-gain'd upon us by one 
Sermon, and another by another Ser- 
mon, and a regular Attention to a'Courſe 
of theſe may do that for us, which one 
Diſcourſe could not ſo well have done. 
So that if you ſhould/not find your ſelves 
wrought upon in that extraordinary man- 
ner which has been the Caſe of ſome; 
yet if there be a gradual Light and 
Change, by a regular continued Atten- 
tion to the Diſpenſation of Gop's Word, 
you may ſafely conclude your ſelves to be 
born again thereby. The Renovation of 
ſome, is like opening the Shutters of a 
Window at Noon Day, and letting in a 
ja Light into. a Room at once. The re- 
| E 2 newing 
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newing of others, is like the breaking in 
of the Morning's Light into a Room 
which has all its Windows open to re- 
ceive it: It appeats very dim at firſt, but 
increaſes gradually, till at laſt the Room 
is bright ned and irradiated with the 
reaſon there is for this Advice, and what 
Regard ought to be had to it, to be 
conftant and diligent in attending upon 
the preaching of Gon's Word, in order to 
your being renewed and born again. 


j LI. There yy ms | 
Thonghtfulneſ5. If the Heart be affected 
and put upon any good Purpoſes and Re- 
ſolutions, in the time of publiat Horfoip, 
you mult endeavour when that is over, 
to cheriſh ſuch Im and to put 
in Execution your good Intentions: Let 
it be your Care, as faſt as you can, to 
get into ſome ſecret Plaue, where you 
may be out of the reach of every ching 
that would divert, or diſtract you; and 
then putting your ſelves into the beſt 
Poſture for ſerious IT tfulneſs that 
you are able, let thoſe things that have 
engaged your Attention in publiut, be 


allow'd, and 
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plied to pgs State and Condition in 
private. 

Whilſt there is a ſhunning of Retire- 
ment, and Confideration, the ſtrongeſt 
Convictions will not be able to make any 
real and laſting Change, either in your 
Tempers or your Lives. Serious Thought- 
fulneſs is — to give every 
viction its proper Force: By this we ſhall 
be led to contrive Matters A as that we 
may afterward ſuit our Converſation and 
Behaviour to the Impreſſions that are 
made us. Thus much we areplain- 
ly taught from that known Paſſage of the 
Van 3 1 thought on my 
Ways, and turned my Feet 
unto thy Teſtimonies : rhovght, and then 
he turn d; yea, his thinking cloſely and 
{criouſly engag'd him rope tg ro ſet 
about his Duty, 7 made haſte, 4 
and delayed not to keep thy Verte 


Commandments, 
Providences may 


Pal. cxix, 59. 


Sometimes 2 


be very ſerviceable os promoting a 
thoughtful and retired Dresen of 


Mind: And this kind of Thoughtfulneſs 
may be {till as effectual, if follow d and 


d, to produce a thora* Chan 
— — 


in hearing the Mord of Gob. It i by 
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Men are brought to themſelves; and till 
a gay romantick Fancy is corrected, 
and the Mind is brought to a juſt way of 
thinking, both on its own State, and the 
nature — all ſenſible Enjoyments, there 
will be no Inclination to return to Gop, 
or to live the Life of a real Chriſtian, 
Hence it is that the Prodigal in the Pa- 
rable, is repreſented as firſt coming to him- 

ſelf, and then returning to his Father : 

After a diſtracted and thoughrleſs Life, 
bis Zus&s brought him to think of his 

. Folly, and his miſerable abandon'd State, 

together with the Plenty and the Com- 

forts of his Father's Houſe z and by a 
due Conſideration of theſe; he was ſoon 
put into a Method, that-prov'd ſucceſsful 
to the bringing about his Recovery. 
But whatever be the means of calling 
in our Thoughts from their ſinful Va- 
gary's, and from the purſuit of lying Va- 
nities, if they are not fix'd cloſely upon 
the leading and moſt important Truths of 
Religion, they will never work a ſaving 
Change in us. There is a great deal of dit- 
ference - betwixt a Perſon's becoming 
. thoughtful or penſive about his Affairs in 
this World, and a religious Conſideration 
of his State and Condition in the World 

to which, at Death, he muſt be remov'd. 
Therefore the Scripture —_ all other 


onſidera- 
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Conſiderations in this one, - meditating 

on the End of Life. O that they were 
wiſe ! that they underſtood this ! that they 
"would confider their latter end. That is, 
conſider ſo as to be affected with the cer- 
tainty of our Death; not only as it is ap- 
pointed unto Men in general, but to my 
ſelf in particular, once to die. And then 
alſo to conſider the uncertainty of the Time, 
when Death ſhall overtake us; not know- 
ing but we may be in Eternity every Mo- 
ment. We muſt think farther of the aw- 
ful Conſequences of Death; that we muſt 
immediately appear before the Judgment 
Seat of CHRIST, to receive. according to 


good or Bad, 2 Cox. v. 19. 


aha os we vis Te Bip, a 


They that are duly affected 4 with fuck 
Thoughts as zbe/e, will ſoon be carried to 


a multitude of others, which have a plain 
and very cloſe Connexion with them. 
Thus to conſider our latter End, will 
lead us to think of the Preparation that 
is neceſſary to our Safety and Comfort at 
ſuch a time. This will put you upon. 
conſidering your own ways , and how 
much you have done to deſtroy your 
felves : It will alſo lead you to think on 
Gop's ways toward you, and how much 
he has done to ſave you. This will di- 
rect. your Thoughts to a ReDetMER,, 
E 4 and, 
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and will open to you the Treaſures of 
mercy in our Lonp. Jssvs Cuzusr; 

who tha” be. was rich, yet for your fakes 
became poor, and became a Sacrifice too, 
that he . might bring you to Gon. In 
ſhort, to think {crioully of ſuch a Change 
as Death, will make Men ſolicitous firſt 
to have fuch a Change as the new Birth 
paſs upon them; fince without this they 
die, 55 only for a time, but for ever. 
| And when Ge ſuck a Concern as this 
is thorofly excited, there is a great deal 
done toward your being Born Kin. 


III. You muſt fre quently and diligently 
Reed the Holy Fan and other di- 


die Writings that may infirud you in the 
nature af Converſion and trut Piety. In 


the firſt and Ker ce your Bibles 
thould be ſearch'd and ſtudy d by you: 
Here it is that we have the diſcoveries 
of Eternal Life and Death; with the 
oo, of eſcaping the Mratb, and ob- 
Wee the Joys, to come: Here all the 
ures of ſaving Wiſdom and Know- 
25 lie; and from hence it is that all 
other Writers of ſacred things derive their 
beſt Thoughts and Rules of Conduct in 
every Treatiſe of a Religious nature. 
Iuhoſe that read the Scriptures, in or- 


* to ther Converſions, ſhould eſſ Tah 
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ally take care to begin with what is plain 
and obvious, and what more immedi- 
ately relates to their own Caſe in their 
Renovation and turning to Gor, Such 
as the account of the Ka Prodigal, 
in the xv of St. Luke. St. Paul's narras 
tive of his own Converſion in the xxvi 


of the As of the Apoſtles. That Ser- 


mon that prov'd the means of Convert- 
ing three Thouſand in the 1i4 Chap. of 
the ſune Book, Such deſcriptions of a 
ſaving Change as that in the iv. Zphef. 


from the 17 to theend, going on in the 
ve Chap. alſo to the xy verſe, And, - 


# 


then as an Excitement to ſhew the great- 


er regard to theſe, it will be proper to 


read ſuch Chapters as the xi to the He- 
brews, which 1s a nable Lift of Great 
and Good Men that have deſpiſed and 
conquered the World, and the ſenſitive 
nature, by their believing regards to In- 
viſible and Eternal things: And ſo to 
turn to the Examples of preſent Judge- 
ments on the Wicked and finally Tmpeni- 
tent: as alſo to the moſt affecting repre- 
ſentations of the Future Puniſhments'and 
Rewards of Men in Heaven or Hell: 
Theſe I fay, and ſuch like. places c 
Scripture, oughꝭ firſt to be cxehully 


and underſtood by thoſe that are ſeeking 
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- EN E, 7 


— — 


. 
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devotional parts of Scripture,there ſhould 
be an intimate acquaintance with. 
But now, as there are Treati/es. that 
collect and lay together the ſeveral paſſa- 
ges of Scripture which relate to one and 
the ſame thing, ſo it is adviſeable that 
ſome of theſe Writings ſhould be con- 
ſulted as well as the Sacred Oracles. 
And I doubt not but ſuch Treatiſes as 
have been publiſh'd upon Converſion, Re- 
pentance, Regeneration, and holy Reſolution 
in à plain Method, and in a Modern 
Stile, and with a ſerious Spirit, have fre- 
quently been bleſs'd to the F 
that Change I am ſpeaking of, as well 
as the Bible it ſelf. | 
In all your Reading.you ſhould make 

it your care to form very di/tinft and 
clear notions of what you read: putting 
ſuch a Queſtion often to your {elves as 
that of Philip to the Ethiopian, under- 
| ſtandeſt thou what thou read- 
D eff? And in this particular 
of being Born again, you ſhould endea- 
your to inform your {elf of the Nature 
and Conſequences of Man's firſt 4poftacy 
from his Maker; that you may conceive 
the more truly and affectingly of his be-. 
ing 7exew'd and recover'd out of ſuch a 
Condition by the Goſpel, IF we are not 
acquainted With our natural State, as it 


Ads viii. 30. 
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isa State both of Sm and Miſery, we ſhall 
never ſtrive (as we ought) to get out of it. 

Nor are we qualified for the obtaining 
Mercy at the, hands of a RrpERMER. 
We ate told that CHRIST came to ſeek” 
and to ſaue that which was loſt: Not all 
that was ſo, for then none muſt be con- 
demned or caſt off: But ſuch as have 2 
deep and thoro' ſenſe that they are loſt 
without a SAaviourz and accordingly: 
are brought to bis Terms of being Saved. 
It is therefore farther requiſite that: 
you ſnhould have very diſtinct concepti-- 
ons of what is done on his part, ande 
what is to be done on yours. CHRIST 
has done, and will do, all' the Work of a 
S Avio un; but he has not done, and 
he will not, yea: he cannot do the work 
of a Sinner; He Died for us, tis true, 
but He never undertook to Repent and 
Believe, or become a neu Creature for 
any Man: Nor did he purchaſe Eternal 
Life and Salvation for any without theſe :. 
Nor has he purchaſed: the Spirit to work 
in us any way unſuitably to our reaſonable: 
Natures and Capacitie. 

might inſtance in ſome other things, 
had I not faid ſo much for the Ex- 
plaining the Doctrine of the new Birih- 
already z I ſhall referr the Reader to-the: 
firſt Chapter of this Treatiſe, if he yet 

N ; EG ſtands. 
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— — — — — _ 


84 Direttions for the obtaining 
flands in need” of Information in thi 
Matter, and beg that he would read it 
with double Care and Attention. 
And this I mutt repeat, that till you 
do in ſome _—_ e — 5x 
things, you mult gire att e to 
reading ——— and order Books, 
that may help you to think aright, both 
df your Condition, and your Duty. 


IV. You fbould hereupon endeavour to af. 
fe your Souls 2vith @ ſenſe of the Corruption 
of your Natures, and the many Sins that 
wu have actually committed in your Lives. 
We find in our ſelves very ſtrong In- 
clinations to many things, which even 
natural Conſcience tells us ought not to be 
dune; and very great reludtancy and aver- 

_ Hon to other things that ovght to, be done 
by us. We may obſerve à deal of con- 
fuſion and inconſiſteney in our Thoughts, 
a 5 * — — 

and Tempers, and a prevailing ty 
in our Paſſions and atme, as alſo fre. 

t farrings and contentions amongſt 
theſe; from all whieh you cannot but 

= conclude, your Natures are very much 
| diſorder d: And therefore thould firſt 

l mary; ment with the P/almif 
ff © - -— ©... that you were ſhapen in Ini 
| „it, and couceived in Sin. O look to 


farther take an account of our many 


account as 
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Paradiſe, and to a State of Innocence, 
conſider how wretchedly Humane Na- 
ture is now chang'd and degenerate 
from what it once was, ſurely it will 
put ſome ſuch Lamentation as that 
of the Propbet, into your mouths, The 


Crown is fallin from our Head, wo unto 


us that we have ſinned. 

But then we muſt not fatisfie our 
ſelves in bewailing our natural depravity 
only; for that is to charge all our 
Crimes upon our Anceſtors: ' We muſt. 


Actual Tranſgreſſions, and ſo rem 
our own evi ways and our 
doings that have nos been good, 
as to laath our ſelves, in our own fight, 


Ezch. vi 24, 


for our Iniquities, and for our Abominations. 


Here I would adviſe you to fit 
down, and think over the Sins of Child» 


booed and Youth which you are able to 


call to mind: and — —— an 
when 41 — Ow Parents; and. 
afterwards when you were /a:t out for 
Buſineſs or Education into the World. 
Think of the /, Places you have 
liv'd in, and what your Sins have been 
in each of theſe. _ — 

If you are ſo far advanced in the 
World as to have Families of your own, 
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think of your Faults in a Relative Capa- 
city : what Sins you have been guilty of 
againſt Fife or Husband, - againſt Chil- 
dren or Servants. 

And ſo alfo think of your Sins againſt 
thoſe you may have dealt with in a way 
of Trade; or convers'd with in a way of 
Friendſhip; or thoſe that you ſhould have 
-help'd in a way of Charity. , 

Take an account of the Sins af unt 
Tempers, and Conſtitutions. | + 
Then mark down thoſe that ariſe 
from your ee. Cinenafances and 
Condition 

Eſpecially take care to find out that 
which is moſt ſtrictly ſpeaking your own 
Iniquity' (the Sin to which you have 

been moſt addicted) and where in any 
nſtance this has broke out in ſuch a 
manner as to leave uneaſie impreſſions 
upon your Minds, be ſure to take an ac- 
count of all ſuch Acts of Wickedneſs. 

Let the Ten Commandments. be ſet be- 
fore you, when you are making this In- 
quiſition; and ſet down the ſeveral Sins 
which 'you apprehend you have been 
guilty of, in doing what is forbid, or 
neglecting What is reguired under each 
Command. 

After this, think of the times when 
you- ſtifled Convictions, and turn'd a- 

| way 


1 
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way from the offers of Grace, and 
call to Repentance in the Go/pel. That 
you have not only Sind, but been Im- 
penitent too. . \ 
Think of your Sins againſt a Rx- 
DEEMER ; that you have been willing 
to live ſo long in Ignorance of his. Under- 
takings, or that you have thought meanly 
of his Sufferings and Sacrifice, or that 
you have turn'd his Grace into wantonneſs, 
and becauſe Grace has abounded, there- 
fore you have abounded the more in Sin. 
Think of the deſpite you have done 
to the Holy SergrT : Reſting. his mo- 
tions when you have: been in Publick 
Ordinances; and putting by or excuſing 
your ſelves from a compliance with his 
more ſecret ſuggeſtions.  _. . 
And then at the end of all, reckon up 
the ſeveral Aggravations of your Sins; 
that is, ſet down, as far as you can re- 
member, TE Capt x 
Li, e 2 and Deliverances, 
e Judgments and Afflictions, / 
The Counſeh and goodAdvice, © ng 
The Reproofs'and Cenſures, — 5 
The Light and Knowledge, N 
The Vows and Promiſes | $3.3 
With whatever elſe you can think of 
that will make your Sins appear the 
more grievous to you. F 


3 In 
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In the whole of this ſearch after Sin, 
you muſt reſolve that no one Tranſgreſ- 
fion ſhall be overlook'd, thro' a IIA 
concealment, or a negligent 2 or 2 
vuin excufe : But lay thy ſelf as open as 
poſſible before Gop, and take pains 
even to find out thy forgotten and leſ- 
ſer Iniquities; and be ſure not to admit 
a thought of any thing at ſuch a time 

_ boy ty = * 

ow the black Catalogue be- 
fore thine Eyes, and ſee what thou canſt 
do to excite all manner of Reſentments 
againſt = Sins, and againſt thy ſelf 

men.” N 


becauſe 
Think of every thing that excite 
thy /hame. The folly of thy Actions, 
the baſeneſ and weanneſs of them, the 
reproach which they deſerve from the 
#-orld;, but eſpecially their fnal expo- 
fing of thee before 7 and Men at 
the aſt Day. Poſſibly this may turn thy 
Heart againſt, and provoke thine Ab- 
. Gorrexce of thoſe Actions that now ap- 
pear /baweful to thee. LS. 
Again, try farther what thou canſt 
do to alarm: thy Fears. See if the ap- 
prehenſion of ſome dreadfut Calamity 
overtaking thee, whilft thou art going 
on in a _ 1 will —— 
out in ſuch Language as that of the 
** Pſalmif, 


a> te at «a At tw te 
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phusil, Ady freſh trembles 4 fear of 
thee, and I am afraid 6 


O ſee if the Terror 


__ * thoſe @ the laſt 

ment not ſufficient to perluade 

thee to Re 
Farther 


ery t that may work 
2 thy Ta S — 
The Irgratitude thou haſt been 
e pron EEE 
orfeiture © e 
valuable Þriile ges and Bl 
many miſchiefs —_— haſt 10 
upon thy felt ; and the unſpeakab 
ments Ee. x 
which it is unpoſiible 


ro ht 
07. 
e 8 to, 
do cleape 
if thou goeit on in it: wry ten ſay if 
theſe t be not enough to pierce 
and grieve the moſt dull and uni we 
Heart that has ence learnt to realize 
what it thinks of. | 
Once more, let every thing that can 
fir up by boired and 4 — — be called 
to mind; and think, if thou canſt, of 
any thing in the world that deſerves it 
more than Sia. The moſt loathſome 
Creatures have nothing in them ſo odi- 
ous as Sin; nor the molt ungrateful and 
abominable Actions of Men toward one 
another, any thing ſo frightful as the 
Suaning again Gov. Ic 


— 
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If by this means thy heart is ſet a- 
gainſt thy evil ways, then. the motions 
of Grace and of a renewing SPIRIT will 
be welcome; and then mayſt thou rea- 
my 4 and comfortably expect them. 
And fo that ſhame, and fear, and ſorrou 
and hatred, which at firſt might be no 


more than the exerciſe of ſo many natu- 


edneſs, without doubt his Prayer muſt 
be an Abomination; as it is a moſt inſo- 
5 a lent 


2 : Renewing Grace. . . Dx 
lent Attempt to impoſe upon an Omni- 
ſcient, Almighty Gop : But, if the wick- 
ed Man, under a ſerious: ſenſe. of the 
evil of his ways, and with ſuch kind of 
reflections on himſelf and his Condition 
as thoſe I have juſt mention'd, ſeeks to 
Gop for Grace to renew and change his 
Heart and Lite, ſuch Prayer is far from 
being offenſive to the great Father of 
mercies. th 3 GEE: 
St. Peter does expreſly require Simon 
Magus, as ill a Man as he was, and even 
whilſt he was utterly eſtranged to the 
Grace and Spirit of the Goſpel, to pray 
to Gop; and that upon a mere probabi- 
lity that the thought of bis Heart might 
be forgiven him. From whence I think 
there is abundant reaſon to conclude, 
that if a Man's own Conſcience ſhould con- 
demn him, yea if an Apoſtle or Meſſenger 
ſent immediately from Gon, ſhould: tell 
him he is in the Bondage of Sin and Ini- 
quity, yet it is his Duty to pray for par- 
doning renewing Grace. © .., . * 
And ſurely you have encouragement 
enough to plead with Gop, when you 
find ĩt expreſly faid that Ze 1 zl. 13 
gives the Holy Spirit to them. © 
that ask it : By which our Saviour tells 
us a little after our Text, we are born 
again. And elſewhere the * of 
| | OD 


, 
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Gop to a ſinful People was, 77 ſhall yr 
and pray unto me, and I will hearken un- 
#0 you And ye fball ſeek me and find 
me, when you Hall ſearch for me with 
All your beart, Jerem. xxix. 12, 13. 
You ſay that you are not able to do 
any thing of your ſelf, and that it is the 
Grace of 2 
u not 
ſelf thus i in — to Gor, as well as 
talk in fuch a manner to your Fellow- 
Creatures ? Go then, und ths gracious 
Cop how bejple/5 you are, and how i- 
Sd og work. If you can 
=_ far may 
A in ſecret, 


=y And — ou — come to 
g this Grace of him: And withal be- 
ſure to urge his 9wn Promiſes, in, and 
thro' our Lon D J=svs Curr, and 1 
am perſuaded you will have no reaſon to 


complain of the unſucceſif ulneſs of ſuch a 
Courſe as this. 


— There is a very moving Repreſentation 
S Temper 2 
that 


= = —_— 3 in 
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that I would endeavour to work in you 


thus ſending you to your Knees, ima 
Aenne of Mr. N. Taylor, concerning 


Faith is Carre. Which, with fome 


little Aherations and Additions, I ſhall” 
here recommend to you, for the dirett- 
> —_ and aſſiſting your Ex 


when, firſt under diſcou- 
raging Apprehenſions of your ſelves, you 
look to a REDEEMER to help and ſavre 


« ble to both z what will become of me 
« to all Eternity, Gor © — 


“There is indeed Salvation for % Sin- 
« xer5 thro” the Blood of a thucify'd Ix- 
« 5085 but I am terribly afraid 1 ] 


“ never 
« Di/conragements break in, like Wave 
“ after Wave, on m diſtreſſed So; 


and I have ſcarce Faitb and Hope e- 
nough to put up 4 Prayer to Gop : And 
yet I cannot ſorbear crying, Lord be mer- 
ciful to me @ Sinner neither; if ſuch ſhort, 
but ardent Breathings as theſe, may ob- 


tain che gracious Regards of my great 


LorD, I ſhall be happy. If theſe will 
poor Creature do 


nor avail; what ſhall a 


that knows not how to order his Words, 


Or 


« My Stur are many, and my Danger 
« 1s great, and my Fears are proportiona- 


nly know — 
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or how to govern his Thoughts, or to 


perform any thing that is really-good ! — 


O how am I now tols'd.in my own Spi- 
rit. « Iam told there is a ſafe and 
„ deſireable Harbour before: me; but 
« Lord! at how great a diſtance am l 
« from it; It is not long ſince I had 4- 
& ny thought about it, and I fear I ſhall 
« never reach it, I ſee the Waves ſwell 
and prevail ſo much before me: Lorp 
ſave me, or I periſh / « Well, I muſt 
c and will try what rich, ſovereign free 
&« Grace will do for me If I am the 
c“ vileſt Sinner that ever was, then 
C Cunisr had never yet ſo fair an Op- 
« portunity, of ſhewing his tender Love, 


6“ his infinite Power, his anſbaken Faith- 


c fulneſs, and the valus and efficacy of his 
&«. Blood, in all their Beauty and Glory, 
&« as now he has. What, tho' I am an 
& obſcure Perſon, and ſhould never have 
« an Opportunity to publiſh it on Earth; 


&« yet it will not die as a Secret in my Bo- 


% /om: The happy Tydings will vun 
« through the Heavens; — 3 the bleſſed 


& Tyhabitants above, will wonder at ſuch 


& exceeding Grace overflowing to me. 
& Eternal Hallelujabs will be ſung to the 
« Lamps of Gop on my account. I 
“ will therefore caſt my ſelf into the 
Arms of infinite Merc 


7 N 
» 


& too 


—Bur, that's 


1 
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« too proud and forward an Expreſſion, 

« I would rather ſay, I'll throw my ſel 
« at his Feet If he ſpurn me awa 

« can but die then, and die I mt | 
don't apply to him. Who knows but 
he may ſtretch out the Scepter of his 
« Grace, and then I ſhall live——How- 
« ever, live or die, I'll betake my ſelf to 
« him; if ever Help oomes, I know it 
« muſt come this way. And as I am re- 
« ſolved to pray, fo I will war the Iſ- 
« ſue of my Prayers; and ſee how it 
« may pleaſe the moſt compaſſionate 
« Lover of Souls to deal with mine. 

VI. You may now venture to make a 
ſolemn Dedication of your ſelves to Goo, 
through CaRIsT JESUS, as thoſe that are 
defirous to be his in an everlaſting Covenant. 
When you have been entreating the Fa- 
vour of Go, with your 
whole Hearts; and pleading | Pau cx. 5h 
the Merits and Mediation of his Son, in 
whom he has declar'd him- 8900 
ſelf to be Ever well plea- wh ws 
ſed; you may then proceed | 
to a Surrender of your Souls into his 
Hands, and may engage your ſelves by 
particular Vows and Promiſes to be the 
LokrD's. 

This you_muſt take Care to do with 
che — Seriouſneſs and Solemnity : 


Let 


ſuch Advice as this; And I am not the 
ful to Gop for an early complying with it. 


Converſion and Regeneration, have inſiſted 
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Let it be done in a way that may moſt Wl | 
thoroughly impreſs and engage your u 
Hearts, and you may —— — R, that 

ſuch as give up themſelves to in ſuch 
a manner, Hr will in no wiſe caft of. And 
tis inly fit you ſhould act in this 
Caſc' as Men — r in other Af- 
fairs of Importance; that is, not only in 
Hord, but in Hriting, ſhould this C 
venant and Dedication of your ſelves be 
made. You ſhould ara» np a Summary 
of what engage both to Be, and to 
Do, und then fgn it with your own 
Hand, as a Teſtimony of your acting 
with the utmoſt Confideration, Heartine)s, 
and Reſolution in this matter. 

I am far from being ſingular in giving 


only Perſon that has reaſon to be thank - 


Mr. Gouge, Mr. Allein, and others of our 
molt ſerious Writers on the Subjects of 


on fuch a Method, as the moft proper 
way of entring upon a religions Life, 
And when Men are once brought to ap- 
ply their Thoughts to the things of Gon, 
and the Concerns of their Souls, as they 
ought to do, they will not call it a Task, or 
account it an unneceſſary Barden, to be 
obliged to this. When Haiab is RE 
e D 
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ling the Converſion of thoſe that ſhould 
live in after-times, and of thoſe that were 
Aliens to the Covenant of Promiſe made 
with //rael, he repreſents it thus; that 
one ſhall ſay, I am the LorD's : and a- 
not her ſhall call. himſelf by 


the Name of Jacos 6b. and Iſai. . 5. 


nother ſhall ſubſcribe with his Hand unto 


the LorD. | | 
When, therefore, you have conſider- 


ed well-the Terms upon which you are 
to = up. your ſelves to Gop, if you 
hn 


a willingneſs and deſire to comply 
with them, write them out; and venture, 


by ſubſcribing your Hand to them, to de- 
0 


are your acceptance of them, and your 


bearty Reſolution to obſerve them. 


And now in this firſt ſolemn Dedica- 
tion of your ſelves to Gop, in CHRIST, 
I would adviſe you to make uſe of the 
following Words, or ſomething of the 
lame Import. I | 


| LorD Gop, the Maker of Hea- 
ven and Earth! by whoſe 
Word, and for whoſe Glory, l, and 
all Creatures were made: I now 
come to acknowledge Thee, as the Au- 
thor of my Being, and the Preſerver 
of my Life, and the Giver of every 
F 


ching 
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thing enjoy ; and therefore do now 


ſubmit my ſelf to thee as my rightful 
Owner and Sovereign Lord. Father, 
T have ſinned agaiuſt Fleaven, and 
#n thy 71 and am not warthy to 
be called thy Son; I ſhall think my 


lf bighly honour d. and very hap- 


« J% 


\Py: if thou wilt but receive me as 


one of thy meanue ſt Servants. . There 
bring thee a Creature of thine own, 
that has been e from thee. 
This Sou and Body, now proſtrate 
at thy Footſtool, T humbly offer un. 
to thee ; that thou may ſt go over thy 


Work gain, and create me anew al. 


ter thing awn Image; and fo will! 
1 faithful Servant as long a. 
ide. 1 . 

O Buessn Jesvs ! if Thau wilt now 
take my Part, and plead my Cauſe 


with the FarhER, I am ready to pro- 


feſs my felf thy De/ciple upom thine 


own Terms, and to follow thee (if 
my Heart deceive me not) whither- 
ſoever thou goeſt. 1 do ſincerely give 
up my ſelf to thy Teaching and In. 


fraction; O give me ndr ſtand. 
ing! that I may know #he Truth af 


it 
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it is in thee. 1 do unfeignedly con- 
ſent to thy Government ; and with a 
Mind willing to obey thee, I can now 


fay, Lorp, what wilt thou have ine 
to do? I will aſcribe all the Honour 


of my Salvation ro thy meritorious 


- Death, and powerful Iuterceſſiou; 


and in theſe alone will I repole my 
Truſt. | 

And now if my Loxp will under- 
take that his Grace ſhall be ſufficient 
for me, there is nothing that I ſhall 
think too difficult to attempt, or tov 
much to ſuffer, for thee. I do liſt 
my felf this Day under thy Banner, 
as the great Captain of my Saluation; 
aftrighted ar my ſelf to think that I 
have ſo long been under the Power 
and Tyranny of the Devil, whom k 
ſhall from this Moment, re/i/t to the 
uttermoſt. I am perſuaded this Yorld 
is nothing bur P anicy and vexation 
of Spirit; and therefore ſhall ſer my 
ſelf, by thy Help, and according to 
thy Example, to conquer it and bring 
it int Subject ion. have found my 
own Heart corrupt, wicked, and de- 


ceitful, and therefore Twill no lapger 


ES pretend 


——ů — — —2—2—2—— — 
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pretend to manage for my felf; 
bus ſhall rejoyce to give ub every 
Thought, and Will, and Affection, 
1 to thee. I am now deſirous 
to be Thine fo as not to be Another's : 
Thine and not the Devil's; Thine and 
not the World's ; Thine and not my 
- To thee, O Hory Seat! I ac- 
knowlege my {elf indebted, for theſe 
and all other good Inclinations : And 
that I may be enabled to hold 7o my 
preſent Purpoſes, and to improve in 
'a Holy, beavenly Diſpoſition of Mind, 
I now caſt my ſelf upon thee, for all 
that Direction and Aſſiſtance, which 
my Circumſtances, from time to time, 
may require. Hence forward I ſhall 
vield my ſelf to thy Conduct and In- 
fluence: And ſhall make it my Care 
to attend to all thy Motions, and 
Couviclious, both in performing my 
Duty, and abſtaining from Sin, and 
ſo to do thoſe things that may be 
moſt pleaſing to the. 
hhhus, O FarhER, Sox, and Sei 
Fir] with my whole Heart I deſire, 
freely and fully, to devote my ſelf 
, 


” * . 
„ 


o 
* 
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to thee : Chuſing thee for my ever- 
laſting Portion, and Promiſing to ſerve. 
thee as my ſupreme Maſter and 
LorD, whilſt I have a Being, 1 
And as a Proof of my Fincerity, 
and of my ardent Deſire to make good: 
ſuch a Profeſſion , I am willing to 
bind my ſelf by /ertzng my Hand to 
all this, that it may be a Witneſs for 
or againſt me, as I behave my ſelf a- 
greeably, or diſagrecabiy to what I. 
V 

. —N 2:3 5 


This I wou'd adviſe you to read over 
and over, before you ſubſcribe it: And 
if there be any particular Expreſſions, that 
you cannot ſo fully make your own, as 
may be neceſſary to the affixing your 
Name, you will do well to make ſuch Al- 
terations, as you think may render it 
more ſuitable to your own Caſe. But 
whenever you /gz this, or any other In- 
ſtrument of the like nature, let your 
Minds be as free as poſſible from all other 
Affairs, that you may be the more per- 
fectly engaged in ſuch a Tranſaction, and. 
the more deeply impreſs d by it. | 


F 3 Lasr- 
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LasTLY, What farther remains, is 
only to abide by what you have done, and 
to try how far you can go, in amending your 
Lives and Actions. | 

*Tis poſſible that after the moſt: ſo- 
lemn furrender of your ſelves to Gop, 
. while think you are 
neg/efied by Him: Nay, your Tempra- 
tions may be ſo much rhe fronger, and 
your Conflicts the greater for a time, 
- that 299 may think you are in a H 

Condition, than before you laid your ſelves 
under ſuch Engagements. We are net 
ignorant of the Devices of the Devil; 
who, when he finds you are like to be 
* from his Dominion, will give you 
all the Diffurbance and Trouble that is in 


his Power. But this l. owever ſhould not 


occaſion any diſlike of what you have 


done, or any diffruft of the Mercy of 


Gop, to whom you have committed 
your Souls. fu 
It you think your Prayers and your 
Offerings have not ger gone up with Ac- 
ceptance before yaur Lonn, you muſt 
repeat them, and cry the leuder; as 
the two 4liud Men did, when ChRIST 
had paſſed by them, Ixsus, thou Son of 
David, baue Mercy on us. Yea, if you 
ſhould interpret his Language towards 
| Joi 
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' you to be the ſame with that to the Wo- 
man of Canaan, It is not meet 
10 take the Childrens Bread Mb xv. 26. 
and to caſt it to Dogs; yet ſtill true Hu- 
mility will enable you to forma Plea from 
thence z not to a Diſcouragement in 
our ſelves upon it. Lok, I acknow- 
ge my ſelf a vile, unworthy Creature 
if I am fer amongſt the Dogs, it is but 
where I deſerve to be: But let me not 
meet with worſe Treatment than they do, 


which are allow'd to eat of the Crumbs 


that fall from their Maſters Table. O 
let down ſomething from thy ſelf, that 
may be a Token of thy owning and ac- 
cepting me; tho' it thould be never ſo 
ſmall a Favour, it ſhall be to me a valued 


one, But let not my Lon be angry if 


I po on to ſay, that tho' I am not wor- 
thy, with Dogs, to gather the Crumbs 
that fall from %) Table, yer I will not let 
thee go, until thou bleſs me with Chil- 

drens Bleſſings. | 
Thus if we not only ast, and /eek, but 
continue to knock, and with an unwea- 
ned Importunity ſollicit for Grace and 
Mercy, we ſhall not be finally difap- 
pointed. We are moſt ſure we have to 
do with one that is able to fave to the ut» 
termoſt; and it would not be fo hard to 
be aſſured of his williugneſi to help and 
| F 4 ſave 
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ſave us, if it was not one part of our Sin 


and Miſery, in a natural State, to be di- 
ſtruſtful and afraid of the great Gon. 
Theſe Fears and Suſpicions amongſt o- 
ther Diſorders, we are {ccking to be de- 
lives d from, in our Regeneration ; and 
therefore muſt not give way to em, how- 
ever we may find reaſon to complain of em. 

But to proceed to the other part of 
this laſt Direction, you muſt 2 how far 


Jou can go in amending your. Lives and 


Actions. Try, tho! you fall ſhort of what 
you attempt: It will make you more 
ſenſible of your own Weakneſs and Inſuffi- 
ciency; it will ſhew you where all your 


Help and Strength lyes; and it will make 
you more earneſt in imploring Aid and 


Aſſiſtance from above. baby 506-4 

Try what you can do to refrain your 
ſelves from the Sins you have been moſt 
apt to. commit: Poſhbly upon exerting 
your Reſolution and Endeavours this 
way, you may find ſome Sins more eaſily 
forſaken and ſubdued than you could have 


expected: Poſſibly, you may find, that 


Grace you have been ſeeking after, has 
been given in, even whilſt you were pray- 
ing for it. However there are ſome com- 


mon Actions that may be alter'd and re- 


form'd by the help of common Grace z and 
theſe you muſt firſt begin with. For 


inſtance, 
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inſtance, he that us'd to ſpend his Lord's - 
Days in the Fields, or in publick Houſes, + 


or in vi/iting his Friends, may with the: 
lame, perhaps leſs, bodily Labour, go to 
the Place of Gov's Worſhip, or to con- 
verſe with thoſe that would be ſerviceable: 
to him in the Matters of Religion: He 


that could /ie,and wear, and curſe and pro- 


phane the Name of Gop, may as eaſily 
be lent, as employ his Tongue in ſuch a 
manner: He that could defraud or ftrite 


or injure his Neighbour, cannot pretend. 
want of Power to forbear ſuch Actions. 


Every one muſt be ſenſible, upon the 
firſt mention of theſe things, that it re- 
quires greater Power to do a thing, than: 
to be fill and unactive, and to do no- 


. 


=y n 


ow if you can for the preſent go no: 


farther than this, tis ſomething very con- 
ſiderable towards the Reformation I am: 


ſpeaking- of: *Tis one Half of the 


Iſai. i. 16, 17. NE 


Work to ceaſe to do evil, and 
the other half is, to learn to 
do well. And if a good Gop obſerves us: 


ftriving to pleaſe him in the former 
reſpect, we have abundant reaſon to» 

truſt. him as to the latter; namely, to 
furniſh us for every god Work, and to. 


enable us more and more to abound in it. 


It is obſervable, that when the Prodigal 


Fs 
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nas yet a great way off, the Father ſaw 
hint, and ran to meet him And he has 


not leſs Concern for, or Regard to, re- 


turning Prodigals zow, than he had in 
Prone: hog He is as ready to meet and 
p and enc them as ever. 

So that to cloſe this Head, where ſe- 
rious Conſideratian, Prayer, and devoting 
our to Gop, is accompany' d with 
the be Endeaveurs of which we are ca- 
pable ; we may then comfortably expect, 
and ſhould wait far the /pecial Grace and 
Aſſiſtance of a divine SririT, that may 
work in us yet more effeCtually to our 


compleat Sandtiſication and Salvation. 


In the Condu/ion of this Chapter, let 
me engage thoſe that are themſelves in a 
a /ofe State, if any ſuch ſhould look over 
this bt#/s Beat, ta pray earneſtly and with 
a hearty Concern, for them that may now 
be in the fruggles of this new Birth. 
Thoſe that cannot help them any o- 
ther way, yet may do it by their Proy- 
&s. You therefore intreat for 
them, that they may not ſtrive, or be un- 
ger Convictions, in vain z but that they 
may become the Childrex of Cod, by 
ht wo his F. 


. 
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Every one that is thus added to the 
Church of Carisr, brings ſo much more 
of his Preſence and Spirit, into the Aſem- 
bly where he worſbips, as he is hereby 
ſſeſs d of; yea, he adds Strength to a 
— Intereſt in the World: He 
adds allo to the Foy of Hraven; and will 
in a manner be a Joy and 4 
Crows to thoſe that are any way inſtra- 
mental of bringing him to Gop. _ 
Let us then be very fervent in our Pe- 
titions for ſuch; that the Wit, or Malice, 
or Vices of thoſe with whom they con- 
verſe, may not prevent the good Effect 
of any ſerious Impreſſions that have been 
made on their Souls; nor the Aaulis 
and Suggeſtions of the Devil, diſcourage 
them. And, as many of the Children of 
religious Parents, are now become Deſer- 
ters of that which is good, and are taking 
rt with the profane and irreligious 
orld ; fo ſhould we double our Re- 
queſts to GoD, that he would bring 
in others. And for my own part, I am 
not without Hope, that even ſuch as 
have been brought up in Sin and Folly, 
ſhall in time become Witneſſes for Gor, 
and for true, inward Piety and Religion, 
in the midſt of a crooked, perverſe Ge- 


- 
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C HAP. IV. 
The Evidences of being Born again. 


"T' HE . Defgr of this Chapter is, to 
E ſet before you the particular In- 
Rances of that Change, which is wrought 
m the Hearts and Lives of them that are 
ſaid to be Born again. Theſe are ſome- 
times put into the Explication, but I ra- 
ther chooſe to inſiſt on them as Eviden- 


ces of the neu Birth. Some things I may 


have occaſion to mention, that are ne- 
ceſſarily included in the account of thoſe 
Firſt Impreſſions from above, that are 
Saving and Effectual: Others there are 
that will be found only, and wholly 
conſequent. thereupon: But 1 think it 


moſt proper and uſeful to conſider both 


together; that we may have the more 
full and compleat view of them, and fo 
be able to pals a truer Judgment upon our 
felves, whether we are really renew'd or 
I heartily wiſh that ſuch as have been 
deceiving themſelves with an Imagination 
that all is well with them, would read 
over and think of the tollowing Eviden- 
ces of a ſaving Change, till they become 
ſenſible of their State and Condition. And 
n | I ſhould 


— —„— 
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I ſhould rejoyce to contribute any hs 
toward the peace and /atisfattion of K tho 
that are full of Doubts and Fears, but yet 
truly Regenerate, by helpmg them to 
produce ſuch Proofs of their being the 
Children of G o p, as may ſafely be de- 
pended upon. 
Let it be conſidered then, that — 
ever a ſaving Change is wrought, it will 


diſcover it ſelf both in the Mind and 


Zemper inwardly, and in the Converſation 
and Behaviour: e oo lat 1 


1 — a Man is 9 a 


| there are plain Evidences of his being ſo, 
in his Mind and Temper. Tho' the differ- 
ent and nobler — of the Reaſonable 
Powers, and altering the general bent and 
———— of the Soul, may not be /@ 
diſcernable in ſome, as in others, yet there 
is enough to be obſerv'd in all, if they 
ſtrictly look into themſelves, to deter- 
mine this matter, whether ſuch a un 
be really wrought 1 in them or not. 


1. 7 be Spirit of bins that is Fo a- 
gain is very lowly and humble. When 
renewing Grace reach'd the Heart of a 
poor Publican, and firſt taught him to 


pray an acceptable Prayer to Gon, He 


_ not think himſelf worthy ſo much as 


r | to 
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to approach the Temp, or an 

2 1 1 
mote 

N — gp ane, 5 bumble 


out his Soul before 
the 4 Aang 3 ii merciful 10 me 
a Sinner / 

A Principle of Grace does ſo much 
qreates our views of the Divine Perfe- 
#ions, and in ſuch a manner repreſent 
the whole of Gop's Proceedings toward 
the Children of Men, that /e/f ſinks in- 
to nothing; and we know not where to 
caſt our ſelves into a place or 5 
low enough, when we lift up our 
towards him that dwells in the Hee 
| Yea there is a mighty Alteration , as 


to the Lotwline/s and Humility of thoſe 
that have been under the influences of a 
regenerating SPIRIT, even toward their 
Fellow-Creatures. To this is ; ans 


what you may poſſibly have — * 
— Lev — 


reſpett which has been 1 by 3 
toward thoſe Miniſters — *. been 
Inftruments of their Conviction and Con- 
verſion. Tho* before, fuch Perſons 
would have been to treat — _ 
our Character with i/olence or difs 
2 eſbeem us worthy = 

7 Homar, 
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Honour, and think they cannot have too 
t a veneration far thoſe that are truly 
erigus, and have been any way ſervice- 
able to make them /@. | | 

And then farther, this Humility and 

Poverty of Spirit will ſhew it (elf, in one 
Inftance or other toward AA: He that 
is boru of the SeprrIT, looks upon them, 
that he thinks are thus renewed, as the 
Excellent ones of the Earth; and is ready 
to preferr the Attainments and Graces of 
_ almoſt every ſuch Perſon that he meets 
with, before his _ _ where any 
appear con to him, et carries it 
with — 2. d them, and 
is particularly careful not to give any 
juſt occaſion of offence to them. Vea, 
fuch is the Character of the true Chri- 
ſtian, that he is cloarbed | 
with Humility ; this is what 7 875 
ſhews it ſelf in Condition of Liſe, and 
becomes a Dreſs that is worn at all times. 
- 2. The general and prevailing Diſpoſ6+ 
in, will 


tions of a Soul that is Born ag 
gt. Folly and 


wo 


be very Sincere and Uprig 
Falſhood and Perverſeneſs are 
bound up in our Hearts. Whilſt unre- 
newed, it may be faid of every Man, 
that. be walketh in a win 1 luis 4 
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for Excellencies in himſelf, that are mere 
Vanities, and of no intrinſick value; or 
elſe he pretends to thoſe Virtues and Re- 
commending Dualifications of which he is 
really deſtitute; and would be eſteemed 
quite another Perſon to what in Fact and 
in Truth he is. He would be thought 
to know things, of which he is ſadly ig- 
norant, I mean the things of Gop and 


his Salvation: He would be thought 


flefs'd of thoſe Graces to which his: 


fe is a Contradiction; and- will needs 
aſſume to himſelf the honour of being a 


Member of the true Church, when he 


has nothing of true Religion. Thus alſo 


in the whole of his Converſation and 


Affairs in the World, if you ſtrictly ob- 


ſerve ſuch a Man, you will generally ; 


find him under one diſguiſe or another, 
except when he is gratifying his Humonr 
or his Vices, and then indeed you may 
come to a thoro' knowledge of him. 

The Reverſe of this, is the Character 
of kim that is Born from above. He is 
one that is truly ſenſible of the Emptineſs 
and Deceit of all the ga) or wealthy ap- 

earances of Men in this World; and 
he is ready to confeſs the inſufficiency of 


all theſe things, either to add to his 


Worth, or to make him Happy. And 


then in matters of Religion, he is one 


3 that 
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that does not carry his Preten/ions to 
Knowledge, to Goodneſs, to inward' 
Qualtfications, or to outward Privileges, 
farther than what he finds good ground 
for in himſelf. He does not affect to 
appear better than he is; but in ſecret, 
and at heart is many degrees beyond 
what he ſeems to be before others. Yea, 
I have ſometimes thought, that to look 
upon a Good Man in his weakneſſes and 
imperfeFtions, and to hear him acknow-' 
ledge as the Saints in Scripture have done, 
his very worſt failings and miſcarriages,” 
has added a Luftre to that part of his 
Character, that he is without „ <n®; =, 
Guile. And if that expreſs THEY te 
ſion be fully attended to, I do not any 
where know a brighter deſcription of 
one that is Born again, or a better Evi- 
dence of our being new Creatures. 


3. The Underſtanding of him that is 
Born again, is enlightned to diſcern thoſe 
things of which before it was ignorant, or 
at | leaſt to which it ſhew'd no juſt regard. 
Hence it is that the Scripture makes uſe 
of ſuch Phraſes to deſcribe this Change, 
as being turned from Darkneſs to Light, 
and ye were ſometimes Darkneſs, but now 
are ye Light in the Logd. Hereby in- 
timating to us, that the Diſcoveries 

| which 


* 
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ſame Furniture, Paintings 
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which renewing Grace makes to the 
Soul, 'are like the. breaking in of Light 
to the beazly Eyes when a Man has fate 
ſome time in Darkneſs : Whilſt the Room 
where he {at was dark, tho” the very 
and Ornaments 
were in it, that afterward appear, yet 
he ſees nothing at all of them; bur as 
ſoon as the Light ſhines upon him, he 
has then a great deal of pleaſure and 


entertainment in wewig what is about 


him. Thus the great Truths of Religion 
are molt fully revealed and laid before 
us, but we perceive them not (at leaſt in 
their excell and importance) till a 
Heavenly Light into our minds z and 
then with the Apoftle we are ready to 
cry out, O the depth of the riches both of 
the Knowledge and Wiſdomof Gon! Rom. 
xi. 33. > 23% 

Thoſe eſpecially, that - have been 


brought up Strangers to every thing of 


a Religious Nature, that have never been 
inſtructed in the Scriptures, or the firſt 
Principles of * have an ama- 
Zing Scene opened to them, when firſt 
they turn their Thoughts to Religion, and 
are taught to realize the things that are 
Eternal. Such Converts are thoro'| 

ſenſible of the /lumination of their Mi 


by a renewing Se1K1T ; and nothing 


more 
needs 


a ooo » » 
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needs to be ſaid under this Head, with 
reſpect to them. But in other Caſes, 
when Men have attain'd a /peculative 
Knowledge of the generally receiv'd no- 
tions of Religion; or where, from their 
Infancy any have known the Scriptares, 
and have got by beart the chief things 
contained therein, it is not ſo eaſie to 
—— the difference there is in their 
erſtanding Divine Things be 

and afzer their Converſion. | cit 
Natural Reaſon is manifeſtly more 
lively and penetrating in /oxme, than in 
others z and the ſeveral ways of Educa- 
tion do make a very greatdifference even 


* 
. 


in them are of equal Capacities 5 in- 
ſomuch that the fir Principles of Relt- 


dritten i our Hearts, may be un- 
ood, and talk'd of with greater 
clearneſs, by many who are guided only 
by natural Light, than by others that 
are enlightned with ſaving Knowledge - 
But then theſe Principles have not the 
/ame effect and influence upon Both 
there is another kind of attention ro them, 
reliſh for them, and praiſing upon them 
where they are Spiritzally diſcerned, 
than where they are underſtood only by 
the force of good natural parts, or the 
Advantages of a polite Education. And 
there are /ome Truths in the Chriſtian 

43 Religion 
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Religion of ſuch a nature, that the 4. 


Cor 11 1. Poſtle ſays the natural Man 
N Ry * even the Man of Reaſoning 5 
and Learning, cannot receive them; but 


only he, who is taught by the Spixrr of 


Gor. | j 
We may very well compare the Ra- 
tional and Spiritual Man, when reading 


the Terms of Salvation, and the Promi- 
ſes of the Goſpel, to a Lawyer and an Heir 
reading of the ſame Will. The Lawyer 


conſiders only the ſenſe. and expreſſion of 


the ſeveral Articles, ſo as to obſerve 
what is the Force and Import of 'em. 


according 10 Law 3 But the Heir reads 


every Article with a very diſtin& appli- 
cation of it to Himſelf, in what is be- 
gueathed to him, and diligently obſerves. 
what is 7equired, of him: He forms his 


Meaſures and Conduct thereupon; lays it 
by as his Treaſure, and as the Security 


upon which he depends for all that he 


enjoys. Such a kind of Knowledge is 
that which the renewed Mind is furniſn'd 


| with, as to Spiritual and Heavenly 


things : A knowledge that ſhews' us our 
Intereſt in them, and ſo muſt needs ex- 
cite another kind of attention and regard, 
than where they are made matters of 


mere ſpeculation. 


So 
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So alſo in the Caſe of thoſe that from 
their Childhood have been acquainted 
with the Holy Scriptures, we ſhall find 
a very great difference between their 
firſt ſenſe of things, and that which by 
renewing Grace they are brought to. 
The Memories of ſuch are ſtored with a 
variety of excellent ,and uſeful paſſages 
from the Word of Gop; they have 
learnt perhaps ſeveral Summaries of Re- 
ligion; the Articles of Faith, and the 
Rules of Duty, which are common- 
ly receiv'd in the - Chriſtian World, 
may be- very readily and exactly recited 
by them; but all is cold and-ineffeftual 
till the Sprxrr of Regeneration gives 
them their proper Force and Influence: 
While they pronounce the moſt ſolemn, and 
ſubſtantial, and ſelf- concerning Truths, 
yet all paſſes merely for words of courſe, 
till Divine Grace makes them ſenſible of 
the vaſt weight and meaning of what has 
been rendred ſo familiar to them. 
. We may therefore conclude, from 
theſe ſeveral Inſtances, that wherever a 
ſaving Change is wrought in a Soul, it 
will introduce and improve ſuch a Know- 
Jedge of the things of Gop, as thoſe that 
are in a natural State are Strangers to; 
If not in the things themſelves that are 
known, yet in the manner of 2 
them: 


ns Tue Evidemees of 
them: I believe this may always be 


obferv'd. . K | 
Aſter I have thus ind the under. 
Pandings being emi in him chat is horn 


again, I think there is no room left for any 
Man to concave well of himſelf, merely 
from his having imbib'da fer of Good, or as 
ſome would Orthodox Notions in 
Religion; nor will a Man's being fur- 
niſh'd with a ſet of new Notions, that 
may for a while /arprize. and entertain 
him, prove that he is a mew Creature. 
Nor yet, on the other hand, can any 
one reaſonably conclude: from what has 
been faid, that bis State is bad, if his 
Knowledge of Divine Things be affecting 
and operative, tho' it may not be ſo 
great or ſo lately obtain'd as to appear 
any thing extraordinary to him. 


4. The Will of him that is Born again, 

is brought to an intire ſubmiſſion and obe- 

dience to the Willof Gon. Some of the 

rſs words that Converting Grace put 

into the Lips at St. Paul, were, Lox, 

what wilt thou have me to do? And now, 

from a furious, felf-opiniated Per/ecator, 
he becomes a tractable, ſubmiſſive Learn- 

er, of the Truth as it is in Jesvs. 


: ' ; O 
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O the Power of Divine Grace to re- 
move all the Prejudices and Obſtinacy of 
Men! and to correct all that S ubborn- 
eſs and Roluctancy of the Will againſt 
the Laws or the Providence of Gon, 
_—_ a 3 a ſinful Heart, and 
2 ignant Temprer s Men to: 
While ur Wills are arc uu by the 
common Bebaviaur and Inclinations of 
thoſe amongſt whom we live, or di- 
directed by fome reigning Corruption in 
our ſelves, or ſubject to the wiles and 
ſuggeſtions of the wicked one, there is 
an enmity to Gop and to what he re- 
quires of us: But as foon as a Principle 
of Grace prevails in the Soul, it brin 
every Thought and Inc lination into ad. 
jeftion. Modes F. ts | 

Hereby we are brought greatly to re- 
revere the Fill of Gop in his Ward: 
and the Commandment is ac- . „ 12. 
knowledg'd to be Holy, Juſt * 
and Cod; Holy in its Precepts, Juſt in 
its Threatnings, Good in its Promiſes, 
and All, in its great End and Defigr, moſt 
excellently contriv'd, and fit to be ſub- 
ſcrib'd:to, in every thing. 
Grace teaches us alſo to how to the 
Will of Gor in his Providence. Tho' our 
own Projects are croſs d, and thoſe 
Proſpects which we thought we * 

: Orc - 


/ 


120 The Evidences of 
fore us, may be cut off; yet we are 
taught to acquieſce in the ſovereign dif. 
poſals of our great Governor and Owner, 
in every occurrence of our Lives. Our 
Schemes of Action are all ſubmitted to 
him; our Poſeſſions and Enjoyments are 
all reſign'd into his hands; and our ex- 
peftations are made intirely dependent 
upon him, to accompliſh, or over-rule 
1 as he ſees beſt. 1 EN 
Not that there is ſuch a ſubjection in 
the Will of a regenerate Man, as to 
make 20 reſiſtance to the Commands or 
Diſpoſals of Almighty. Gop; for then 
there would never be any of thoſe ſtrug- 
gles or conflicts, which good Men conti- 
_nually complain of, between Grace and 
Corruption: But there is ſuch a ſubje- 
ction in him that is Born again, as that 
in his effeem he gives a preference to the 
will of God ; and in his. endeavour; 
{ſtrives to be more and more conformed 
to it; and in Fact this does at laſt prevail 
againſt all the enſlaving motions of an 
untoward volition and inclination. 
FVolomon, in the Book of Proverss, 
frequently deſcribes an Ill Man, as one 
that has a perverſe and froward heart; 
which cannot be Jed and governed by 
any Methods or Directions tho'-nevyer 10 
wiſe or good. He that is Born again, 
. N mutt 
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muſt therefore be delivered, in ſome 
meaſure, from this diſorder; and as to 
the general bent of his mind, muſt become 
rraftable and ſubmiſſive, ready to yield 
to: every thing that would make * 
Wiſer and Better. 

I ſhall only add here, that „ chis 
is ſought for as an evidence of Regenera- 
tion, we are not. to form a Judgment, 
either of our ſelves or others, from ſome 
particular indiſpoſitions of the Soul, but 


from the general and moſt ſettled 45 po- 
fition of-1 2 n 


F: 2 hel Gene of him that 16 — 
again is tender and faithful. Natural 
2 is neither ſo ſoon alarm'd upon 


a, miſcarriage, . nor ſo eaſily convinced of 


a Fault, nor ſo much concern'd at what is 


amiſs, nor ſo hard to forgive and quiet 
it {elf -after an offence, as the renewed 
Conſcience is: So — in all theſe inſtan- 


ces we may obſerve a very great differ- 


ence between rhe: Regenerate, and 0 5 


Unregenerate. END 
Natural * is alarm'd only 


* 4 Men are guilty of open and ſcan- 


dalous Sins; the renewed Conſcience 


takes very great notice even of leffer -and 
ſecret Faults. 


When natural Conſcience convicts of 
| by. . - 
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Sin, it does what it can to colour over and 
excuſe it, and to make it appear in the meſt 
favourable manner upon a repreſentation of 
it; the renewed Conſcience is careful to 
look upon every thing as it really is, and 
to take in every Circumſtance of a Tranſ- 


gr whetherit make it ſeem greater, 
or leſs, than of it ſelf. it might be. 
While the natural Conſcience needs 
the utmoſt exciting and awak'ning, to 
make it ſenſible of the great Evil there 
is in Sin; the renewed: Conſcience needs 
no Arguments or Eloquence to move it, 
but is preſently fill'd with a very deep 
uneaſine ſs and concern at the N of 
what has been amiſs. 
Natural Conſcience is ſoon filenc'd, or 


diverted and made caſte, by hiding, or 


Forgetting the Sin that — it: But 
the renewed Conſcience, when under a 


ſenſe of Guilt, is like the Eye when it 


has got a mote in it, reſtleſs, and rolling 
it ſelf to and fro', and watering till it 
has wept. it out; never quiet till it has 
ſome hope of a renewed Pardon. 
But this however is to be obſerv d 
that even the — — is not 
equally impreſſiwe in all Per nor in 
al: fame Perſon at all —— Thoſe 
that are of bold and diſpaſſionate Tem- 


1 2 are not 3 to I 
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as thoſe that are timorous and of quick 
paſſions nor does a good Man when 
under deſertion, or in the ebbings of Grace, 
feel either ſo /oon, or fo much, as at other 
times, when he has offended. Never- 
theleſs, where a Man is become a net 
Creature, I think it may be diſcovered 
by the impreſſivene/s of his Conſcience, 
more or le/s, in all the foregoing reſpects. 


6. The Afettions of bim that is Born 
again, are proveilingy Spiritual and Hea- 
venly. I tay prevailingly Spiritual, be- 
cauſe there are, in the Beſ of Men ve 
eat mixtures of ſenſual, worldly - 
fettions and Paſſions. And there is a very 
wide difference among thofe that may be 
- I Good People in the exerciſe of 
the: 10 4 e Ns") 
Some have gain'd a generous Contempt 
of every thing in this World, and with 
ardent deſires are continually prefling for- 
ward, toward the amiable Manfions of 
the Saints above : whilſt others are care- 
ing and contriving about the preſent 
Life, and making what they think need- 
ful proviſion for future years. Some 
there are who can freely and cheerfully 
devote their Subſtance and their Time to 


any Religious Service and Occaſion; 


whilſt others are 3 acting 3 
Tye W 
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they call the cautious and the wary part, 
and are too apt to overvalue their out- 
ward eaſe and enjoyments. Some be- 
have themſelves as if they had no other 
Ob; = of their Hatred and averſion 

ſhame and anger, but Sin and Folly 
whilſt others ind a thouſand things to 
provoke theſe ſeveral Paſſions in them. 
Some there are whoſe Foys and Comforts, 
in the ways af Gop, do greatly abound: 
others ſeem to be Perſons of ſad and ſor- 
rowful Spirits. Some have a mighty Zeal 
for Religion and the Intereſt of CHRIS 
in the World; others are more calm 
and filent, and rontracted in their views 
of things. Some hayo ſcarce any fear 
of Calamities or Afflictions; others are in 
perpetual Slavery and Bondage thro? the 
Fear of Death, or Poverty, or ſome 
approaching Evil. So that very great al- 
lowances are to be made for different 
Capacities, Conſtitutions, and outward 
Circumſtances, when we look to the 
bange in our Afﬀettions, as an Evidence 
of our being Born again. | 
But where any Man is become a nem 
Creature, his Love, his Hatred, his De- 
ſires, his Averſions, his Hopes, 'his Joys, 
his Anger, his Zeal, his Fears, his Sor- 
rows, bis Shame, his Comforts, bis 
dowry: muſt all de cid upon new 


I and 


ſtances as theſe. 
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and more deſerving Objects, or in a new 
and better manner than they generally 
are in a natural State. In this eſpecially. 
we ought to obſerve the different exer- 
ciſe of them, that whereas before they 
were haſty, irregular and impetuous; after 
Renovation, they become more ſubject 
to Reſtraint and good Government. 1 9 
Thus far you have an account of the 
inward Change, that is wrought by Re- 
generating Grace. | h 


* 


1 II. There are other Evidences of the 


new Birth in the outward Behaviour and 
Converſation. And now, by what is 
outward and more obyious, we my gain 
a fuller and ſurer knowledge of what is 
inward and more liable to be miſtaken. 
The following things ought therefore to 
be conſidered with the foregoing ones, 
before we paſs a deciſive and determinate 
Judgment 2 our ſelves, as to our be- 
ing in a Regenerate or unregenerate 
State. For certain it is, that if the 
Temper, Underſtanding, Will, Conſcience 
and Afections be renewed, both our 
Words and Actions will be ſome way 


affected thereby: And that in ſuch In- 


G 1. He 
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1. He that is Born again #s careful 
ro avoid and to watch againſt all Sin. 
St. John tells us, in a Text before quo- 
ted, He that is Born of Go doth not 
commit Sin No, not of any kind ſo as 
to approve of it, and continue in it. A 
Regenerate Perſon hates and ſtrives a- 
gainſt Sin, as Sin that is, as a Pens 
contrary to the Law of Gop, and diſ- 
pleaſing to him; and therefore he ſtrives 
againſt every Sin; having the 2 Rea- 
fox to ſhew a regard to the Commands 
and the Pleaſure of Almighty Gop, in 
one inſtance as in another. by 
' Notwithſtanding natural inclination, 
or any outward inviting Circumſtances, 
yet ſtill the Language of a true Convert 
to every ſolicitation that is Sinful, is 
like that of Fo/eph, Flow can 1 do this, 
or the other wickedneſs, and /i2 againſt 
Gop? Gen. xxxix. 9. | 
Again, Renewing Grace extends to 
a ſtriving againſt ſecret Sins, and ſuch as 
he out of the view and obſervation of 
 ____ others, as well as againſt publick Crimes 
| and Scandals: And he that makes Con- 
. Ffeience of thele, fearing to offend or 
Sin againſt Gop, when be only: is the 
witneſs of what is done, has an undoubt- 
ed evidence of true Grace. 8 


* * 
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Farther, regenerating Grace will teach 
2 Man to watch againſt thoſe very Sins 
that. ariſe from it e,; ſuch as Spiritual 
Pride, and Security By this we are di- 
rected to ſubdue all conceit of our ſelves, 
and contempt of others, which our Spi- 
ntual Attainments might prompt us to. 
And we are alſo inſtructed not to grow 
ſecure, as if our Work was done, and 
we were out of danger, as ſoon as we 
find a Change wrought in us. The 
more Grace prevails, the more ſenſible 
will it make us of our being unproſitable 
Servants. | 

Nay, what is till more, a Principle 
of Grace will make us watchful againſt 
the very occaſions, and opportunities of 
Sinning. This will put Inſtances, and 

ticular meanings to that general Peti- 
Bo Lead ns not into Temptation. And 
it will teach us to walk ind af circum- 
ſpectly; ſo as that our Lives and our 
Prayers may agree, and not contradict 
one another. by 24463 128 


2. He that is Born again has a conſtant 
regard to every Duty. A. Principle of 
Divine Life will not ſuffer a Man to reſt 
in negative Goodneſs, but will put him 
upon ſhewing a due reſpect to every 
2 Command and Inſtitution of the 

pel. G 4 The 
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The new Birth introduces a Man 
into a moſt bufie Life It ſhews him a 

reat deal neceſſary to be done, which 

fore he was a {ſtranger to. He that 
had his frequent returns of idle and un- 
employ'd Hours, now ſees work enough 
for every hour and moment of his Lite. 
And he grudges nothing ſo much as the 
Time that is ſpent in repairing the 
Strength, and ſecuring the Health and 
good temperament of the Body. 
Hie that has a thoro' ſenſe of Religion, 
will devote ſome part of his Time to the 
Service of his Gop, and ſome to the 
improvement of his Mind, and ſome allo to 
the ſervice of his Neighbour and his Re- 
latives; which, together with the mind- 
ing of his Worldly Affairs, muſt keep 
him conſtantly - employ'd. There are 
many Duties, both /ecret and ſocial, with 
reference to Gop and Man, of which 
we are inſenſible, till we are inſtructed 
in them, and urg'd to the performance 
of them, by the renewing influences of 
a Divine SeirIT. This unfolds a vaſt 
Scheme. of things wrapt. up in ſuch a 
Summary of Religion as that, I ha. 
doth the Lon require of thee, but to do 
juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk 
bumbly with thy Gop, Micah vi. 8. 
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He that is Born again, looks without 
exception or reſerve, to the Duties of both 
Tables, and to thoſe of all Relations: 
Not contenting himſelf in what is low 
and common, but endeavouring by his 
good works / to ſhine before 
men, as that they may be in- 
duc'd in like manner 7o glorifie his Father. 
which is in Heaven. | 
And then he is careful to hold on in 
the way of his Duty, whatever Tryals 
and Oppoſitions he may meet with; 
excepting in ſuch Caſes as utterly diſ- 
127 him from attending to any part 
Or it. 5 | 7 a 4 
Thus allowing for unavoidable Infir- 
mities and Surprizes, which the beſt of 
Men are ſubject to, the general Beba- 
viour of him that is Renewed, will ſhew 
that he is ſ op. Lie 


Matth.-v. 1 6. : 


3. He that is Born again is particu- 
larly' careful of his words. As they are 
undoubtedly in a Bad State, who ſay 
with thoſe in the xii Pſalm, with our © 
Tongue will we prevail, our Lips are 
our own, who is Lord over us? So on 
the contrary, we are ſure of the Good 
State of all them, that are concerned to 
Govern theſe, and to order their words 

e G arigbt; 


5 


130 The Fvidences of 

,, _  aright; according to St. 
COS James, If any Man offend 
not in word, the ſame is a perfect Man, 
and able alſo to bridle the whole Body. 
©Renewing Grace will teach a Man to 
take heed that he in not 
wiirh bis Tongue; but rather. 
to lay abſolute reſtraints upon himſelf, and 
keep his mouth as with a Bridle, when 
he is in Company that might provoke 
him to offend: And even at times when. 
he allows himſelf the greateſt Freedom 
and Liberty of Converſation, he is yet 
ſtrictly obſervant of the Rules of De- 
cency, Sobriety, and Religion. | 
Hie is careful not to Blaſpheme or 
_ trifle with the Name of Gop, or to 
make a ſeſ of any thing that is Sacred. 
He will not talk lightly and unconcern- 
edly of any Immorality, or make a mock 
at Sin: He is careful not to injure his 
abſent Neighbour ; nor to provoke the 
Paſſions and Reſentments of him that's 
reſent 3 his Converſation is guarded a- 
gainſt every thing that is immodeſt, un- 
juſt, Hing, or diſcontented. And what- 
ever may come under the notion of that 
Ephef. v. „ Heoliſh talting, and jefting 
4 | ch are not convenient, he 


ſtudious to avoid. 1 
4D Sad: cb Farther, 


Iſal. xxxix. 7. 


* 
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_ Farther, the Converſation of a Good 
Man is not only 4armle/s and inoffenfive, 


but it is ſerious and religious too. Upon 


all proper occaſions, he loves to be 
talking of the beſt things, and telling 
what Go has done for him. Come aud 
bear all ye that fear Gon, and I will 
declare, ſays the Pſalmiſt, 1. 16. 
what he hath done for my Soul. 9 
He loves to be converſing with his Fel- 
lou-Navellers, of the Place they 115 

ing to, and the way that lies re 
| ta my time he forbears 

C courſe when in Company, 
'tis either becauſe he aut ce T r 
of thoſe he is with, turn'd another way, 
or becauſe he ſuſpects his own ability, 
or becauſe he thinks ſome other Seaſon 
may give er force to what he would 
fuggeſt : But ftill, in the frame and tem- 
per of his Mind, he is always ſet toward 

eaven, and Heavenly things; and tis 
as eaſie and familiar to him that is Bern 
from above, to converſe of what is Spi- 
ritual, as for thoſe, that are Bore only of 


the Fleſb, to talk of what they ſhall eat, 


and drink, and put on, and of what oc- 
curs daily to their Senſes. 


4. He that is Born again will manage | 
every common Action, and ming 
| | | WS * 0 
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fo as to ſerve a Religious End and Pur- 


poſe. Saving Grace will Cure, that o- 


ther wiſe incurable Evil, a worldly ſelfiſb- 


eſs, and will teach us to preferr the 
good of our Souls, before the eaſe or 
gratification of our Bodies; and the In- 
tereſt of JEsUs CHRISH, before our own 
Concerns and Intereſt; and ſo to brin 

every Affair and Buſineſs in this World, 
into an intire ſubſerviency to our Hopes 
and Expectations in the World te come. 
Hie that has been brought up to any 
Honeſt Employment, is not required, upon 
his becoming. a new Creature, to quit his 
Calling, and retire from his Station into 
a Monaſtery. or a Deſart; tis ſufficient 
that he acts upon new Principles, and with 
zew Ends and Deſigns, in his purſuit of 


ſuch an Employment, He is diligent in 


Buſineſs, not from a Covetous or Ambi- 
tious aim of enriching himſelf, but from 


a conſciencious regard to the Command 
and Appointment of Gop; who has made 


it every Man's Duty to Labour, and to 
Employ himſelf one way or other, ſo as to 
be w/eful in the World. Nor is it ſo 
much the fear of Want that excites the 
induſtry of a good Man, as a defire to 


have ſomething that may enable him to 


be Friezdly and Charitable to thole about 


him; 


being Born again. 133 
him; to have ſomething 10 give to him 
that needeth, Epheſ. iv. 28. AE 

He, that is poſſeſs d of a large Eſtate, 
is not obliged to give it up when he be- 
comes a True Convert; but only to ma- 
nage it ſo, as to render both his Sub- 
ſtance, and his Intereſt, and his Time and 
his Abilities, as far as he can, ſervice- 
able to the promoting Religion, and the 
welfare of others in the World: And 
wherever a Principle of Divine Life has 
been infus'd into the Soul, it will teach 
a Man to Con/ecrate all he has to ſuch 
purpoſes. ; 

If a Man that is Renewed gives up 
| himſelf to any acts of Friendſhip and 
Hoſpitality, entertaining others and con- 
verſing with them, it is not to gratifie 
a Brutiſh Senſuality; but to ſhow a kind 
diſpoſition, to ſettle a good Acquaintance, 
by mutual Services to advance each o- 
ther's welfare, and to joyn their thoughts 
and endeavours upon every occaſion 
wherein they are equally concern'd. 

Once more, he that is inwardly and 

revailingly Religious, will manage all 
1338 and Exerciſes for the Health 
of his Body, and all his neceſſary Re- 
freſhments, ſo as to render him more fit 
for the Duties of his Station, and the 
Service of his Gob. In the Apoſile's 
27 Language, 
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„ whether be eats or drinks, or 


_ whatever be does, he does all to * * 
Ken 1 Cor. x. 317. 


7. The” laſt Evidence I ſhall mention 
of a Perſon's being Born again, as it ap- 
pears in the Behaviour and outward 
Actions, is, an abounding in all proper 
E N of Love and Charity toward his 

Brother. St. John tells us 

10% . expreſiy, that be who loverb 
© not his Brot ber, is not of Gon: 
And this is argu'din a following Chapter, 
from its being the e of Gon 
to Love our Brethren, as well as 10 Love 
himſelf z and no Man can have a due re- 
gard to the one, but he muſt alſo obſerve 
the other, This Love, we are elſe- 
where told, muſt not be in Ford or in 
Tongue only, but in deed and in Truth : 
That is, our — 4 muſt —— as 
may contribute to th van 
and Semi of our eder * 

That which in a natural State is te 
Canſe of Men's acting injariouſly toward 
their Neighbours, (I mean Se Love) 
Renewing Grace will make the Rule and 
Motive ot doing Good to them: This will 
explain and enforce that Command, Thou 

W love thy Neighbour as hy Vel. | 
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Self. Love we ſee generally provokes 
Vis” ts e e e defa- 

ming others to raiſe their own Repura- 
tion, defrauding others to increaſe their 
own Gains, and in almoſt every Caſe, 
not regarding what Hurt is done to o- 
thers, ſo that it make for their own Ad- 
vantage: Whereas, if you look to one 
that is under the influence of Divine 
Grace, the Love that he has to himſelf, 
puts him upon all proper ways of ſhew- 
ing a Concern for the Peace, Good Name 
and Proſperity of his Neighbour : And 
the more he finds in him/elf a defire of 
this or the other comfortable enjoyment, 
the more will he do, in ſuch reſpects, 
for the Help and Relief of others. 

As to that grand Branch of Charity, 
Almſgivim, it is obfervable in the ac- 
count of Zaccheus's Converſion, that Sal- 
vation was no ſooner come to his Houſe, 
but he preſently ſays, Behold, _ wh 
LogD, the half of my Goods 
I give to the Poor, &c. The Contribu- 
tions then indeed were extraordinary; and 
the Caſe of Zaccheus might make it eſ- 
ny uiſite that his ſhould be /o; 

ut every Man that is brought into a 
State of Grace, will think it his Duty 
to conſecrate /ome proportion of hat he 
Tas to Pious and ritable Uſes. F 2 

t 
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let Men pretend what they will, you 
always find that their Expences follow their 
prevailing, Affection: what they have the 
greateſt Love and Likzng to, they are moſt 
ready to ſpend upon: So that if a Man be 
ſavingly Changed and Renewed in his 
Temper and Afettions, it will appear 
from his Religious Expences, as well as 
from the other Actions of his Life. 


And now, I think, nothing more 
needs to be added for the enabling us to 
judge of our ſelves, whether we are Born 
again, or not. | 
But I am ſenſible theſe Evidences of 
a Man's being in a good State, are like 
to meet with a very different Reception 
from different Perſons. 
Some have fo out ways to keep 
themſelves eaſie, and to hope well as to 
their future Condition, where their Lives 
and Tempers are quite cuntrary to what I 
have been deſcribing. Others will only 
pick out here and there an Evidence 
that beſt pleaſes them; and whilſt they 
drop many things that are requiſite to 
their being thoro'ly changed . and renew- 
ed, are yet preſumptucus enough, to rely 
upon {ome few. inſtances which they may 
producc,in their own Spirits or Behaviour. 
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A Third ſort of People there are, who 
imagine they ſhall never come up to ſuch 
a State as has been deſcribed, and there- 

fore cannot obtain any compoſed, ſatisſying 
_ thoughts of their own Condition. Whilſt 
ſome few may poſſibly diſcover in them- 
ſelves, all.the marks and evidences of the 
new Birth, that are here ſet before them. 

+ I ſhall therefore conclude the whole 


in APPLYING my {elf briefly to each of 
theſe. 


r. I would ſpeak a little to them that 
are at eaſe, and willing to think their State 
good, altho their Tempers and their Lives 
are quite contrary to what 1 have been 
deſcribing. I heartily wiſh ſuch Perſons 
would take time to conſider what their 
eaſe, and good opinion of themſelves, is 
owing to. If you keep your ſelves eaſie 
by declining and neglecting all ſerious 
Enquiries about your State, 'tis certainly 
bad ; and thele/s you are concerned about 
it, and acquainted with it, the worſe it 
is. You may read the Doom of ſuch as 
have no underſtanding and ſerious at- 
tention to things of this nature, in 
T/aiah xxvii. 11. For it is @ People of no 
underſtanding : therefore be that made 
them, will not have mercy. on them, and 
he that formed them, will ſhew them no 
nk. favour, 
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favour. And no Man in his wits can 
think that the Caſe of a condemned Ma- 
lefactor is good, becauſe he does not attend 
to his Sentence of Condematiun: or that a 
Perſon, who is languiſhing under a mor- 
tal Diſtemper, is well, becauſe he will 

uot be per/waded that he is in a danger- 
ous Condition. 

But then farther, tho“ you may not 
have been altogether thoughtleſs, yet if 
you have conſidered Matters only ſo far 

as to take up ſome general notions of the 
Goodneſs and Mercy of Gon, that may 
ſerve to make you eaſie in your Sins, 


and repens of them; you will then fall 
umd that urcaurut Sentence in xxix. 
Denteronomy, 19, 20. He who thus 
blelſeth himſelf in bis heart, ſaying 1 Sali 
| have peace, tho I walk in the imagination 

of mine heart, to add drunkenneſs to thirſt, 
and fo of any other Sin that is lived in; 


the LoxD will not ſpare bim, but then 


the anger of the LoxD and his jealouſie 
Hall ſmoke againſt that man, being the 
more- provoked by his — on that 


Goodnels which he deſpiſe ? 2 all the 
Curſes that are written in this Buok, ſball 
lie upon him, and the LogD fball blot 
out his N —— all his 


without engaging you to forſate them, 
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And once more, if you have thought 
on ſuch Repreſentations of the Chriſtian's 
Happineſs, and the Chriſtian's Character, 
as thoſe before laid down, with aver ſion 
and deteſtation, your Caſe is deplorable 
indeed. I have heard of a profane Fretch 
that ſaid, if Heaven was filPd with ſuch 
Company, as thoſe that are called Saints 
here on Earth, he would never defire to 
come there. But canſt thou, Man! ſo 
eaſily give up the thoughts of Heaven ? 
and be willing, inſtead of going thither, 

to lie down in devouring Flames ? Thin 
well I beſeech thee before thou renoun- 
ceſt the Character and the Company of 
the Saints. If thy Soul is not gathered 
with Thejrs, it muſt be a Companion of 
Devils: There is no living any more 
between Heaven and Hell, when once 
thou art gone out of this world > Thy 
ſenſual Delights will all be loſt for ever, 
and leave thee under the torment of an 
inſatiable Thirft after them: Thy finful 
Companions willthen encreaſe thy miſery, 
and thy own Conſcience will celine 
ch thee for thy preſent Folly. 
Then with fhowry Eyes, and with an 
aking Heart, thou wilt look to the beau- 
teous Regions of Light and Love, where 
thou mighteſt have had a Place, but 
from which, thou art now condemned 
o 


to an Eternal Baniſhment. O that thou 
would'ſt know, in this thy day, the 
things that belong to thy peace. 


2. I would next ſay ſomething to them, 
that are content in being able to find out 
(in themſelves) ſome few of the e 
Evidences, when at the ſame time, many 
things are yet wanting to their being ſa- 
vingly renewed. If there be juſt reaſon 
for your attending to Religion at all, 
the ſame reaſon there is for your making 
thoro* work in it: Becauſe, without this, 
our pretending to be Religious will avail 
us nothing. He that profeſſes to keep 
the Law, or expects to be ſaved by the 


x; * » Goſpel, and yet ſtatedly of- 
e eee fends, either by omiſſions or 


commiſſions, in one point, will be con- 


demned as certainly, as if he had been 
guilty of allt. | 

Some Men are apt to think well of 
themſelves: for the ſake of that inward 
Piety, in which they apprehend they 
exceed many, that make a greater ſhew 
of Goodneſs in their Converſation and 
Behaviour: Others judge of themſelves 
by their out ward Profel on, and take up 
a good opinion of themſelves, becauſe 
they have 4 name to Jive, altho'. in ſe- 
cret, and in their Spirits they are ve 
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much eſtranged from Gop and the exer- 
ciſes of Religion: The „irt of theſe, by 
pretending to have good Hearts, may de- 
ceive themſelves; and the latter, by ta- 
king care to preſerve a good Name, may 
deceive their Neighbours ; but neither 
the one, nor the other, can deceive or 
impoſe upon an Omniſcient Gop. We 
muſt be transformed by the 
renewing of our minds, and 
we mult be Holy alſo in all ere 
manner of Converſation, if we would be 
acceptable in the fight of G. 

Farther, there are ſome Perſons that 
glory in the Church they are of, and in 
acts of Devotion toward Gon, as if they 
needed no more to prove they are in a 
good ſtate; whilſt others boaſt of their 
being Juſt and Charitable, and obſervi 
their Duty toward their Neighbour, wk 
this alone was ſufficient to ſave them: 
Whereas, if he that frequents the places 
of Divine Worſhip, lives in enmity and 
hatred to his Brother, or in Covetouſneſs, 
which is 1dolatry, or in any other Sin a- 
gainſt the Precepts of the Second Table, 
Cunlsr has expreſly diſowned ſuch : 
And if he that is abounding in all expreſ- 
ſions of Love to his Neighbour, does yet 
reſtrain Prayer before Gop, and neglect 
the giving him that Honour which is due 
unto . 


Rom. xii. 2. 


142 . The Evidences of 
unto his Name, he ſtands condemned as 
a deſpiſer of wo Firſt 2 ON Com- 
mandment, e Old 
cn. and New Teſtament. 
In theſe, and ſuch like inſtances, Men 
would have us diſpenſe with the marks 
and evidences of true Grace, that we may 
ſuit their ſeveral Di/poſitions and Attain- 
ments : But however it may be the Inte- 
reſt of the Leaders of Parties to miſlead 
their Followers ; and hower it may ſuit 


the inclinations of ſome 'cafic temper d 


Men, to oblige them that they have a 
reſpect for, yet neither will the Repre- 
ſentations of one, nor another, be of any 
Hgnificancy, where they pervert or 4iſ- 
ſcrub the Scripture account of things, 
Then ſhall I nat be aſhamed, ſays the P/al- 
miſt, when I have reſpett as All. ry 
* nmauν,Ten. Plal. cxix. 6. 


3. It may be proper to hint a fo 
things to them that are ſavingly re- 
newed, but yet are uneaſie and perplex'd 
about "their State and Condition, becauſe 
they cannot diſcover all the Wann 
Evidences in themſelves. 

It is no unuſual thing to meet with 
ſuch, as in the judgment of 1 7 that are 
ac quainted with" them, wma elteem'd 
140 . who ** I om under ſo 
many 


„ 2 
* %s 


we es ith Aa. 8 1 £4 


being Born again. 143 
many doubts and diſcouragements in their 
on Spirits, that they cannot diſcern 
any thing that ſhall give ſatisfaction to 
themſelves. To ſuch I would recom- 
mend the following Conſiderations, which 
Lo they _ _ farther to 
rge upon, and to apply to their own 
Caſe —— 8 5 

Thoſe that have but Jately been under 
ferrous impreſſions, muſt make al- 
lowances for the weakneſs of Grace in 
its f Beginnings : Tho' they have not 
that clear and full Xzowledge of Divine 
things which they deſire; nor that Go- 
vernment- of their Paſſions and Tempers ; 
nor that rajſedneſs and ſpirituality of their 
Actions which ſome have attained to; 
yet ſo long as they are /incerely endea- 
vouring to gain all this, and are attend- 
ing to the . means of 
their doing ſo, they have abundance of 
reaſon to hope well of themſelves. 

Again, thoſe that are under any dark- 
neſs and diſorder, by the breaking out of 
ſome one Sin, that appears grievous and 
tormenting to them, muſt not expect to 
obtain a thoro* compoſedneſs of Mind, 
or any ſettled eaſe and peace of Conſci- 
ence till that is ſincerely repented of. A 
ſenſe of Guilt in one Inſtance will daſh 
all other Evidences, how great and con- 
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ſiderable ſoever they may ſeem, in the 
eyes of thole that are acquainted with 


_ Farther, there may not be a ſuitable 
ſenſe of our dependence upon the Spikrr 
of Gop; and ſo, for a while, Perſons 
may be under confuſion. and miſtakes; 
hereby to lead them to honour the Spi- 
RI r, as they honour the FaTHER, and 
the Son, in the great Work of their 
Converſion and Regeneration. By our 
firſt awful apprehenſions of Gop, and 
approaches to him, in our being Born again, 
we honour the FATHER : By our earneſt 
Addreſſes to Jesus CHRIST, and ſeek- 
ing for. the Favour and Acceptance of 
Gop in and thro him, we honour the 
SoN : But then we muſt be brought to 
a direct application of our ſelves to the 
HoLy Spigir, that he may ſhew us 
how far, this and the other Eridence of 
Grace belongs to our ſelves, and may al- 
ſiſt us in forming a right judgment 
thereupon: And when we are once duly 
affected with a ſenſe of his doing 7h1s 
for us, we then honour the SpIRIT, as 
our Sanctiſier and Comforter. But I am 
perſuaded a great deal of the perplexity 
of good People is owing to their want 
of regular Thoughts in this Matter. 
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Calamities in the World, and for A weak. 
505 of Vuderſtanding and hatural Abili- | 


ties, which may ve. much diſorder our A 
Jmapimations, wad and obſcure every Evidence = 
that might afford comfort to us. | l 


Bat theſe rhings being ing Gully obſerved, | 
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king this Point 855 | 
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been ble ib diſcover . emifelves the. De 
marks of their ers "Born again, oo as % 
if be fatisfied therewith. | 
There is not a Privilege of which hu- 
man Nature is capable, that can ſo much 
deſerve to be gloried in, as this, that 
we are the CHfen of Gb. To be his 
Children by Adoption, is to have a right. 
to his Kingdom bein Helrg Op > 
and joint Fairs wind © RIST ü LY | 
Jesvs ; But to be made Ohil- 2 Tet. il. (E 
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Ben „forget our Duty: Let us be 
5 0 e follouers of Gop as dear 
Children 3 imitating his Perfeftions, and 


Are i „ endeavouring to ſbe forth 


Bis Praiſes and Excellencies 


to all that behold us. "I 


A Senſe of our being Born again, 

ſhould encourage us to bear up againſt 
the Hatred and Contempt of the World: 
If ye were of the World, ſays our Sa- 
vIOUR, the World would love its own ; 
but now I have choſen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you. John 
KY, 19 ...- ah | 5 
Tea, this ſhould ſupport us under all 
kind of Afiitions : If I am Created a- 
new in CHRIST Jesus, I may certainly 
conclude, Gop will not for/ake this work 
of bis own-hands.. Thoſe that are born 
rom above, rauſt expect Diſcipline and 


Correction from thence, till they are got 


thro' this State of Education: Bur they 
may. humbly hope that he who. has be- 
gun a good work in them, will perfect it; 
and ſo bring them to their Father's Houſe, 
the. [nheritance of the Saints in Light. 
To add no more, this ſhould make us 


| think continually of that State and Y/orld. 
to which we are born. And when we 


have thought the fartheſt, ſtill we mult 


remem- 


— 
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being Born again. 147 
remember, that whilſt we are here in our 
minority, we think as Children, and ex- 
preſ5 our ſelves as ſuch ; but when we 
ſhall arrive at the full ſtature and perfect 
knowledge of the Heavenly Inhabitants, 
our preſent weak and imperfeft Senſe of 
things will be done away. 

Now are we the Sons of Gop, and it 


doth. not yet appear what we ſhall be: 


But we know that whenhe ona li. 2 
ſpall appear, we ſhall be lite John ü. a 
bim, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
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Hence it follows, that a meer alteration 

. f a Man's courſe of Liſe, is not to be born 

Again. p. 14. And that the new Birth. 
does not give us new and different natu 

ral Kon rag . thoſe which we had 

> before, * P. 15 


III. The Change is fo great in our being Born 
Again, that we de as ttuly become new Crea- 
tures, as if we could, in a natural ſenſe, be 
born afreſh, p. 16. Altho' the Diſtinction 
between the Regenerate, and Unregenerate is 
not commonly known, p. 17 

ä Hence it follows, that a pretended honour- 
ing the Grace , Gon whilſt Men go on 

in their Sins, will not prove that they 
Dating a. 6:18; 19 

Nor will any Gifts and Attainments, how 
great ſoever,. paſs for. this new Birth, if 

| there be not anew Life, p. 20 


IV. This Regeneration is in ſome reſpect inflan- 
taneous and perfect (like our being Born. at 
firſt) but in other * ts gradual and 
- progreſſive, 5 „ * i 22 

| Therefore there can be no State berwixt the 
Regenerate, and the Unregenerate, p. 23 
But there may be ſuch as are truly Re- 
generate, that are yet very weak in 
- and. little i in their Nr Sta- 


3 This 1 which is called the new Birth, 
may be, and commonly is effetted by the out- 
ward means of Grace, | p. 25—27 

7 hence it follows, that Men ought to 

GA themſelves with-great Diligence to 
41 85 inted Means, notwithſtanding. 
of 2 has of ſms a them: 
ſe + ng | oy A * r 
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But for the ſucceſs of Means, our Neli - 
ance muſt be on Gop alone, Pp. 32 


CHAP: II. 


To be Born again, indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ary to Salvation. 


"Tis 8 Concerns all Men, p- 335 36 


"EF; No Man can be a real Chriſtian without 

= oy p. 77 

Becauſe he does not accept of CnISsT as 4 

Teacher and Inſtructor, p. 37, 38. He 

is not intereſted in Cunts rs Death as- 

an Atonement, p. 39, 40. He is not. 

capable of ſubmitting to CHRIS I's Do- 

minion and Government, p. 41, 44 

Hence it. folloꝛus, that the Performance ef 

Religious Duties by the Formaliſt are: 

not ſufficient to make. him a. Real Chri- 

ſtian, p. 44- Becauſe he has no N 
Attention, p. 45. nor Affection, p. 46 

nor will he perſevere, Ibid. The Ro- 

_ - Ccetving of Sacraments will not make ſuch 

Men really Chriſtians, p.47. Therefore 

they are not. Entitled. to the preſent Pri- 

vileges of the Goſpel, p. 48, 49- And 


II. No Man can 'go to: Heaven except he be 
Born again, p. 50 
Our Loan has moſt expreſly declared-this, . 
4nd his Faithfulneſs ſtands engaged to 
male it good, p. 51. Gop's bei "ood 
to his word, the Foundation of ai 


_=_ | . 1 2 
It is alſo utterly diſagreeable. to the pure 
and Holy nature of Gop to admit an 
_ wnrenewed unholy Perſon. into his pre- 


* 1 | p. 8 


Ii Againſt, 
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The unronewed Mind is as much fat a-- 


gainſt the Happineſs of Heaven, as Gov. 
the admitting ſuch a one into 
it, p. ST» e. Such. 4 one is-unfit for 
the Company, p. 58. And the | Employ _ 


ments, p. 59. A the. NE: 


Fo 
ts" ne 


of Heaven, 


61 
Hence it comes 10 FRY 4 it is i hard 


to reconcile Men ro the Happineſs of 
Chriſtians, 


5 p. 62 
_ Which gives babe 1 rd, that ther r 


of U 5 >, whilſt . 5 
| = 1 ctrine Chr lan is 


but few that ſhall be ſaved, p: 6 

And alſo to pity thoſe that are — 

with a miſtaken Zeal 15 the leſſer points 
this wear and 
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"os of attaining the New Birth. 
| The Deſere of being. Diredled.i is this Mer in- 


cludes ſeveral i 
VDirectians laid ditun 
deſurs to be Born again. 8 


4: Be careful and conflant in nd 
preaching of Gon Word. p. 71. 
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and alſo. to improve Affi Providtences. © = 


„ p. 17. The ainef.. ſubjett ** Conſideration. | 
ſhould be our lat Emp. = Mc of 


8 III. There muſt be a frequent and diligent read- 
ing the Holy. Scriptures, .p. 80, 81. And 
other Divine Writings, har may inſtruct us 
in the nature of Converſion aud true Piety. 
. p. 82. Ir is ntteſſary that we ſhould have 
* regular Thoughts of our Apoſtacy, and the 
| Conſequences, of it, that we may unter fangs 
the method of our Recovery, „ 83 | 


IV. We ſhowld endeavour hereupon to F.-Y our 


.” Souls with 4 ſenſe of the carruption. of our 
Nature, p 12 And the many Sins that we 
have del committed in our Lives, p. 85. 


Several Heads of * by which we may 
find out our Sins, 86. And the Ag- © 4 
.  gravations of am, p. 87, By conſidering of 3 
dubich, our as 7 ions ſhould 
_  beoxted, __ + 
| v. fun feribet mean of of Reganaration. FA 8 
Humble, e Prayer, p. 90. The ob- 


jection, againſt putting Men in 4 Rate of Sin, —— 


.. upon Prayer, anſwered, P. 91. Hou ſuch 
5 ought to Pray, p. 92==94 _ 


| vi The next ten is to - make: a folemn Dedica- 

tiom of aur ſolves to Gon, thro Curr: M- 

0 sus, 4s theſe that are deſirous to be his, in 

an Everlaſting Covenant, p. 95. This ſhould © 

be done in Writing, p. 96, 97. i The Form of 

4. Ceveuant 3 drawn #2, p. 97» 
% tel. 


Vu. What remains after bürgt only to abide by 
" what is done, and to try how far we can go 


32 in ameuding our Lives and Attions, p. 102; 
He may poſſibly fiud greater Conflidts after we: 


5 © | have 
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have ſurrendred our ſelves to Gop, than 
before, p. 102. But we muſt yet con- 
tinue Praying, - p. 103. And we muſt do 
our beſt Endeavours to reform our Lives, 
p. 104, 105. 

Here it is deſired of thoſe who are in a ſafe 
State themſelves, to pray earneſtly for 
ſuch as may now be in the fruggles of 


_ the new Birth. p. 106, 101 
F 
The Evidences of being Born again. 


I. Wherever 4 Savin; Change is wrought, it 
. _ diſcover it ſe in the Mind and Tem- 


p- 109. 


a The $ irit of him that 1 Born again, is very: 


lowly and humble. Ibid. 110 


1 is alſo very Sincere and Upright, p. 111, 112 
The Underſtandin 


ng i enlightned 70 diſcern thoſe 
C 


ere 7. which- it was ignorant, or at leaſe 
© #0 whic it ſbew'd no juſt Regard,  —p. 113 


.. This dered 7 with reference to thoſe that 
how been entire Strangers to Religion, 
p. 114. Thoſe. that are of more raiſed 
Natural Capacities, p. 115, 116. And 
thoſe that have had a Religious Edu- 
cation, 72 117 

is brought 
to an entire ſubmiſſion and obedience to the 
Will of Gov, p. 118. His Will, notwith- 
Banding the. greateſt Prejudices, is ſubdued to 

4 Reverence of God's Will. in his. Word, and 

24 Reſignation to the Diſpoſals of his Provi- 

_ dence, p. 119. With what allowances this 
is to be underſbood,  _ p. 120 


The Conſcience of him "hand 5 is ; Born h 
T ” 


. p. 121. Four 


The CONTENTS. 
1 hich the Natural and Renewed Conſci- 
ence differ, p. 121, 122. A Caution to be 
obſbrued in our judging of the impreſſiveneſs 
- of Conſtience, Ibid. oy: | 
The Affections of him that is Born again, are 
prevailingly Spiritual and Heavenly, p. 123. 

Very great differences however are to be found 

among Good People in this Reſpect, p. 124 


II. There are other Evidences of the new Birth 
in the outward Behaviour and Converſa- 
tion, p' 12 
He that is Born again, is careful to avoid all 
Sin, p. 126. Four things inflanced in, ib. 127 


Hie has a conſtant regard to every Duty, p. 127 


The Heads of Duty inſtanc d in p. 128, 129. 
He is particularly careful of his Words, 
p. 129. Several Inſtances of this, p. 130, 
131. He manages his common Affairs ſo as 
to ſerve ſome Religious End, p. 132. Con- 
verting Grace does not oblige Men to quit 
their Callings, 1b. Nor to give up their E- 
ſtates, p. 133. But it reaches them in all 
things, even in their Hoſpitalities and Recre- 
ations to aim at a Religious End, ibid. He 
that is Born again, will abound in all proper 
Inſtances of Love and Charity toward his 
Brethren, p. 134. Self-Love, which in 4 
Natural State hinders the Love of our Neigh- 
hour, in a renewed State promotes it, ibid. 
Almſgiving conſiderd as an Evidence of being 
Born again, p. 135 


The APPLICATION to Four ſorts of 


Perſons. 


I. To thoſe that are at eaſe, and think well 

„% themſelves, alihy their Tempers and 

Lives are quite contrary to the foregoing 
Account, 1] —139. | | 


2. To 


„ 


Tho CONTENTS: 


2. To thoſe that are Content in being able to 
pick out here and there an Evitlence for 
_ themſelves, when yet many things are 
wanting, to prove that they are ſavingly 
Renewed, | 2 p. 140 —141 


3. To thiſe that re truly Renewed, but yet 
* © + uneaſie and perplexed about their State and 
Condition, becauſe they cannot diſcover: all 
the afore- mentioned Evidences in them- 


- ſelves, p. 14 —144 
The CONCLUSION. 


To thoſe Few that may have the Comfort of 
ſcoring ſuch marks in themſclues, as to 
ow that they afe Born again, p. 145 
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